Core Concepts in Pharmacology: Impact on Educators (an international community)
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Introduction. The IUPHAR Core Concepts of Pharmacology Education Project collaboration seeks to transform pharmacology education internationally. While the intended impact on learners is to improve their conceptual understanding of pharmacology, the impact on educators is less clear. 
Aims. This project explores the impact of the Australian and IUPHAR core concepts projects on pharmacology educator teaching practices.
Methods. A cross-sectional survey in Qualtrics was distributed to pharmacology educators via the ASCEPT and IUPHAR Education Groups, IUPHAR and APFP member societies, and personal networks.  
Results. A diverse cross-section of 82 international educators responded to the survey (see figure), varying in their pharmacology training, academic appointments and institutional contexts. On average they had taught pharmacology for 16 years and could be found in the classroom 3 hours per week for more than 5 weeks annually. All educators felt at least moderately confident to teach in their specialist area of pharmacology but only 40% reported high levels of confidence to teach across all aspects of pharmacology. For 56% of educators who had been exposed to the core concepts, there was majority agreement that their awareness of, and/or involvement in core concepts projects had been a useful prompt to reflect on their teaching practice, refine their understanding of core pharmacology concepts and provide insights into how other educators think about pharmacology to better inform their practice. 
“It has been incredibly helpful for my teaching practises and assisting in redeveloping course content.” P44
Discussion. These results suggest that projects like the core concepts of pharmacology can inspire educators to revitalise their teaching and help to build a community of practice. Further evaluation is required to determine the broader impact on pharmacology teaching practices. 
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