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Introduction. Pharmacology students often struggle to focus their learning on the knowledge that matters, particularly when faced with large amounts of material to learn. Aims. An international team of educators from around the world is developing a new approach to pharmacology education, centred around graduate understanding and application of the core concepts of our discipline.

Methods. Delphi studies and text mining have been used to identify core concepts of pharmacology – fundamental useful ideas that are essential for graduates to understand and apply at graduation.

Results. 24 core concepts have been identified [1], defined and unpacked [2] by an international team of pharmacology educators. More recently, we have explored student understanding and ability to the concepts, and revealed a number of common misconceptions for both pharmacokinetic and pharmacodynamic core concepts [3, 4]. Discussion. The resources developed by the team will assist students and educators to gain the conceptual knowledge they need to solve complex problems in the areas of drug discovery and  safe and effective medicines use. This presentation will convey the background, rationale and aims of the IUPHAR-Education Section Core Concepts of Pharmacology Project, and invite those interested to apply to join our Expert Group.
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