Pharmacists are responsible for patient outcomes when dispensing opioids.
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Introduction: Prescription opioids cause significant harm globally. In many countries, the prevalence of this harm is increasing. Around the world, policy and regulation have been utilised to promote safety in response to opioid-related harm. Pharmacists play an important role in the supply of prescription opioids; this role has been expanded with the introduction of measures such as Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs and subsidised naloxone supply programs.
Aim: This paper provides an ethical argument to establish and describe the responsibilities that pharmacists have when dispensing prescription opioids. 
Methods: Four premises are provided in relation to pharmacist responsibilities and opioid harm. Each premise, we argue, is well accepted. Together they provide a basis for pharmacist responsibilities when dispensing opioids: (1) opioid related harm is common and associated with prescribed opioids, (2) pharmacists are able to act to reduce opioid-related harm, (3) pharmacists are responsible for patient outcomes within their scope of practice, and (4) pharmacists are independently responsible for their professional decisions. The basis for each premise and possible counterarguments are considered in turn.
Results: Given the principles set out in this argument, pharmacists have a responsibility to reduce the risk of opioid-related harm. This includes specific responsibilities when dispensing opioids to assess the risk of opioid-related harm and to implement risk mitigation strategies. Pharmacists are accountable for the harms that occur due to a failure to meet these responsibilities.
Discussion: While there are substantial challenges that pharmacists may face in fulfilling their responsibilities when dispensing opioids, improved clarity regarding these responsibilities provides a basis for navigating these challenges. 
