Bibliometric analysis of knowledge brokers in healthcare: a role for pharmacists?
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Introduction. There is an emerging interest in using knowledge brokers to implement clinical practice guidelines. Knowledge brokers are intermediaries who help move knowledge from those who create it (e.g. researchers) to those who use it (e.g. healthcare professionals). 
Aims. The objective was to explore uptake of ‘knowledge brokers’ by characterising the trends and patterns of use of the term ‘knowledge broker’ in healthcare.
Methods. Web of Science, Scopus, MEDLINE, Embase and CINAHL were searched for publications with the term ‘knowledge broker’ in the title or abstract. Publications which involved a healthcare setting or service, involved healthcare professionals or discussed a health topic were included. Bibliometric analysis was conducted using performance analysis and co-word analysis with network visualisation. Descriptive statistics were used to describe temporal and geographic distribution of publications, total publications by author and publication types.  
Results. Overall, 299 publications were included. The term ‘knowledge broker’ has existed in healthcare since 1994. Almost three-quarters (n=219) of publications were published in the last decade. The term originated in the United States and was used in 6 continents by 2021. In total, 108 publications (36%) had a first author with a Canadian affiliation. Only 10 (3%) publications were randomised controlled trials. Keyword analysis revealed emergence of the term in practice settings such as public health, residential aged care, paediatric care and primary care. Keywords in publications included ‘knowledge translation’ (96 occurrences), ‘evidence’ (77 occurrences), ‘practice’ (44 occurrences), ‘research’ (32 occurrences) and ‘implementation’ (24 occurrences).
Discussion. Emergence of the term ‘knowledge broker’ across a range of practice settings is consistent with awareness of the need for evidence implementation strategies. Innovative workforce models may provide an opportunity for pharmacists to act as knowledge brokers to improve uptake of clinical practice guidelines. There is a need for randomised controlled trial evidence on their effectiveness as an implementation strategy and clear descriptions of knowledge broker-led activities most associated with success.
