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Introduction. The perinatal period, a time during pregnancy and 12 months pot-birth, involves physiological, emotional, and social changes that put new parents at risk of experiencing perinatal depression and anxiety (PNDA), resulting in increased health and lifetime impact costs. Screening in primary healthcare settings provides consumers with opportunities for early detection of and intervention for PNDA.  
Aims. To comprehensively review the evidence pertaining to stakeholders’ perspectives on PNDA screening in primary care settings. 
Methods. The search strategy explored four key concepts: (i) the perinatal period, (ii) depression and anxiety disorders, (iii) qualitative research and (iv) screening. The search was conducted across Medline, PsycINFO, CINAHL, and JBI databases on 3rd November 2023 to identify records published from database inception to the search date. To be eligible for inclusion, studies had to qualitatively explore perspectives of any stakeholders who are affected by PNDA screening (e.g., parents, healthcare professionals). Included studies had to be written in English, contain quotes (e.g., from interview transcripts), and refer to screening in a primary healthcare setting. Publications were excluded if they reported on non-primary research. The research team took an interpretivist, epistemological approach to the qualitative thematic analysis. 
Results. Nineteen studies were included in the meta-synthesis, of which five explored consumers’ and eleven explored healthcare professionals’ and three explored both perspectives. Study designs included interviews, focus groups and written responses to questionnaires. Through qualitative analysis, three overarching consumer themes were identified: screening engagement, screening environment and screening process. Four overarching healthcare professionals’ themes were established: knowledge and skills, stigma, screening approach and value of screening. 
Discussion. Understanding stakeholders’ perspectives of PNDA screening allows for the consumer experience to be considered in future design and development of PNDA screening services. Addressing consumers’ and healthcare professionals’ knowledge of PNDA and screening may also improve engagement with and delivery of PNDA screening services.
