Connected Learning at Scale (CLaS): An Innovation for Large Class Learning and Teaching in Business Education
Introduction. Teaching large classes and fostering engaged learning across cohorts of a thousand students or more is one of the major challenges within the tertiary education sector today.  The Connected Learning at Scale (CLaS) project at the University of Sydney Business School is an initiative which began in late 2019 that seeks to address some of these issues.This showcase presentation will highlight the CLaS project and explore issues around the evaluation of its innovations.
Aims. The CLaS innovations seek to embed into large class teaching the principles of students’ engagement with information, connection, and authentic assessment.  
Methods. Many of these developing innovations are technology-based, and some address the creation of a community of learners in a blended learning context. Concurrent with any innovations implemented at scale is the imperative to evaluate their effectiveness at scale. A mixed methods approach has been taken for evaluating these initiatives: online questionnaires, face to face focus groups, interviews and reflection on the co-design process.
Results. Initial results indicated that the learning innovations have been well received by students and that the co-design process has been well received by teaching staff and the learning design team. 

Discussion. Despite the positive results, there is some question about whether the feedback from students is an effective indication of the level of their learning. Becoming an engaged learner requires drawing on additional resources available on the newly developed online module format, and it is still possible for students to take a surface approach. 

