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Introduction. Pain management is a core competency in undergraduate medical education, requiring an integrated understanding of pharmacological principles and clinical application in Bangladesh. This academic analysis evaluates the pharmacologic basis of pain education in the undergraduate MBBS curriculum in Bangladesh by reviewing the 2012 and 2021 BMDC curricula, commonly prescribed pharmacology textbooks, reference books, and ten years (2015- 2025) of six university examination questions (SAQ).  Pharmacology Question Papers of Written Examination of Third & Second Professional MBBS Examination.
Aims. The aim was to assess alignment, depth, and progression of pain-related pharmacology teaching and assessment.
Methods. A qualitative and quantitative content analysis was conducted. Curriculum documents (2012, 2021) were reviewed for learning objectives, competencies, and instructional emphasis related to analgesics, including NSAIDs, opioids, adjuvant analgesics, and drugs used in neuropathic pain. Standard undergraduate pharmacology textbooks were analyzed for topic coverage, conceptual clarity, clinical correlation, and recent advances. Six University examination questions from ten consecutive years were categorized according to cognitive level, drug classes, and clinical relevance.

Results. The evaluation was conducted through searching certain key phrases in Textbook analysis indicated inadequate coverage of core analgesics but variable emphasis on clinical case-based. In Pharmacology and Therapeutics portion of the curricula, only 3 hours and 2 hours are allocated to discuss pain management in lecture and tutorial respectively. In the study period, average marks allocated in pharmacology written question papers was 3.7 (SD ± 0.98) and the difference among studied universities was not significant (p value 0.9). 
Discussion. In conclusion, while curricular reforms have strengthened outcome-based pain education, gaps remain in clinical integration and assessment strategies, allocated time in the curricula to teach pain management is very low and weightage received in assessment is also inadequate. Aligning curriculum content, textbooks, and university examinations with contemporary pain management principles is essential to enhance pharmacological competence of MBBS graduates in managing pain effectively and safely.
