Disruption as a catalyst for change? Effects of COVID-19 on the perceptions and approaches of teaching academics to curriculum design 

Introduction. The ongoing disruption owing to the COVID-19 pandemic has dramatically changed the academic environment within higher education and necessitated the adoption by teaching academics of new and often unfamiliar practices. Our project in progress addresses the critical need to better understand how teaching academics are experiencing and responding to the ongoing disruption. This paper provides analysis of data obtained from our first round of interviews with leading teaching academics involved in curriculum change initiatives in 2020. 
Aims. We seek to determine how the perceptions and approaches of teaching academics involved in projects to modify curriculum within focal subjects may have changed in response to the COVID-19 disruption. Using the relational 3P model (Trigwell and Prosser 2020) as a guiding framework, we examine academics’ teaching context, their perceptions of this context and any resulting changes in their approaches to curriculum.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Methods. We evaluate changes to both the local context of teaching academics as a result of COVID disruption and to their perceptions, experiences and approaches to curriculum design. A minimum of 20 participants are recruited to the study across at least 10 subjects. An initial questionnaire elicits demographic details, followed by semi-structured interviews that further explore academics’ experiences. Interview transcripts are analysed for both pre-determined themes and through inductive thematic analysis carried out by the research team.
Results. We provide analysis of data obtained from interviews carried out in February 2021. 
Discussion. This research will assist in understanding the global impact of COVID-19 on the higher education sector by providing in-depth analysis of the insights and perspectives of leading teaching academics committed to improving the quality of learning, teaching and curriculum design. Our work will elucidate the relationships between the academic context, academics’ experiences of that context, and their approaches to curriculum design during a time of intense upheaval. 
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