Mapping a newly-formulated pharmacology curriculum framework for South African nursing students
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Introduction. Nurses, who serve as medication managers,1 are often reported to lack pharmacology competencies. Generalised pharmacology curricula1 reduce focus or contextualisation, hindering competency development. 
Aims. To determine the most important pharmacology competencies for South African nurses, and evaluate the potential alignment of the revised curriculum in a higher education institution context.
Methods. A modified, reactive Delphi-study employing nurse leaders in academic, professional or accreditation sectors (n = 23) ranked pharmacology competencies. Current and proposed curricula were mapped to determine module linkage. Focus group interviews (n = 6) was conducted for targeted needs analysis of the proposed curriculum.
Results. Participants highlighted the broad expectations towards nurses in cognitive, psychomotor and affective domains to manage the quadruple burden of disease that they will encounter in public healthcare settings. Furthermore, it emphasises their scope of practice as medication managers to promote educated and safe practice. Core concepts were important for scaffolding at a higher cognitive order. While the current curriculum displayed numerous prerequisite education (30.60% to 61.90%) and vertical integration (82.33% and 100.00%) gaps, the proposed curriculum was stronger (86.33% prerequisite link; 36.69% vertical alignment). The proposed curriculum was more clearly aligned to the scope of practice, facilitating the potential for integrated and contextualised learning. However, participants believed a programme-level review was necessary to ensure full alignment. Furthermore, fear of pharmacology, misaligned basic sciences platforms, and the nursing identity could hinder its development.
Discussion. The proposed pharmacology curriculum provides a more fit-for-purpose design, however, necessitates programme review to address systemic scaffolding concerns between basic and clinical sciences. Mapping allowed for the identification of current weaknesses, strengths, and potential for future educational bolstering.
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