“Be willing to learn new things”: Pedagogical challenges and solutions when repurposing feature films and TV series into higher education
Introduction. Feature films and TV series (FF/TV) are widely used as teaching materials across all disciplines in higher education. However, lecturers’ experience with FF/TV has been largely confined to individual trial-and-error or single-field attempts (Djamàa, 2018; Fleischer, 2017; Hutton & Mak, 2014; Karasik et al., 2013; Darbyshire & Baker, 2012; Furst, 2007; Fleming et al, 1990). Very little systematic review has been done to assess FF/TV as a pedagogy.
Aims. This study aims to identify problematic areas and key elements required for an optimal FF/TV pedagogy.
Methods. It utilizes an online survey to explore Australian university lecturers’ practical experience of using FF/TV in their teaching, focusing on challenges, solutions and any related academic development they have received.
Results. Nearly 50 lecturers from over 20 disciplines with different employment statuses responded to the survey. Over 70% reported technical issues and resource scarcity as problematic whereas only 37% considered it time-consuming to prepare/plan lectures with FF/TV. In response to these issues, 44% suggest seeking better IT support from institutions, using short excerpts in class (20%) and pausing for discussion if showing longer clips (27%). Other main challenges involve negative impacts of FF/TV attributes on student learning, such as FF/TV being too engaging, persuasive and “real” for students to critically think, discern bias or misinformation, to which some participants recommend using diverse class activities (37%), providing better instructions (30%) and different materials for students to compare (30%), and teaching students how to actively intepret FF/TV (20%). Furthermore, 30% of lecturers recommend conducting more research on the pedagogy, and sharing results more systematically; 30% suggest lecturers get more training on how to integrate FF/TV into teaching.
Discussion. Participants overall advocate using FF/TV regardless, vouching for multiple ways that FF/TV assists with providing “visual representation” of both abstractions and reality (70-80%), engagement, demonstration of perspectives, student participation, class discussion, nuanced understanding and memorization (over 50%). 30-40% even claim FF/TV pedagogy could teach students 21st-century skills such as interdisciplinary, multimodal learning and multiliteracies. Regarding professional/academic development at universities, over 90% participants find it minimal except for risk management (i.e., copyrights and trigger-warning). Though several participants emphasized self-learning and self-help, this research suggests ways for institutions to step in.
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