Collaborate, Cambodia
Introduction. From a demand for quality ‘built environment’ programs offering experiential learning in the Asia Pacific, emerged a two-week urbanism course and a four-week internship in Cambodia. The program connects Australian and Cambodian students from architecture, design, policy and construction. Knowledge of the region, work-ready skills and transformational ‘real world’ learning are fostered through direct exposure to the challenges and opportunities faced by communities living in a rapidly urbanising South East Asian city. 
Aims. The program aims to increase student knowledge on pressing issues of rapid urbanisation faced ‘on the ground’ by the communities of Phnom Penh. Students are challenged to link this to UN Sustainable Development Goal 11 (sustainable cities and communities) whilst building graduate capabilities in transcultural and transdisciplinary teamwork. The program supports institutional goals of internationally engaged education that supports disadvantaged communities through cross-cultural partnerships.  
Methods. Direct ‘on-field’ learning mobilises students on Phnom Penh streets where they immerse through observation, documentation and community interviews. Peer-to-peer exchange through collaborative tasks leverages ‘lived’ urban knowledge from Khmer partner students. Engagement with diverse urban stakeholders provides perspective on strategic directions of the sector. These tangible people-to-people networks situate students in the local context, increase cultural intelligence and deepen understanding of the built environment’s diversity in the region. 
Results. Since 2015, the program has built institutional, industry and governmental links to mobilise over two hundred students from diverse Built Environment disciplines across Australia and Cambodia. University survey results alongside unsolicited feedback track a sustained record of excellence evidenced in high student and stakeholder satisfaction. Travel grants support low SES applicants.
Discussion. Practical examples of the Cambodia programs will be discussed. These will illustrate the value, to all stakeholders involved, of transcultural and transdisciplinary collaboration as well as outlining a range of methodological 'ingredients' for meaningful and sustainable transnational education partnerships. 
