Acute oral toxicity evaluation of polyherbal tablet containing Abrus precatorius folia
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Introduction. The polyherbal tablet has been proven to possess pharmacological activities that help alleviate mouth ulcers. However, its safety has not yet been determined. 
Aims. This research was conducted to evaluate the acute toxicity of polyherbal tablet containing Abrus precatorius L. folia, Glycyrrhiza glabra, Thymus vulgaris, Chrysanthemum indicum L. and Imperata cylindrica according to OECD 420. 
Methods. Five female Wistar rats 8-10 weeks old weighing 120 g ± 10 g were acclimatized for 7 days. The initial dose was chosen at 300 mg/kg. Each animal was observed and recorded for toxicity symptoms at 30 minutes, every 4 hours within 24 hours, and observation was continued for 14 days. 
Results. In the preliminary study on one rat with a dose of 300 mg/kg, we did not find any toxicity symptoms, so the dose was increased to 2,000 mg/kg. Further preliminary tests at a dose of 2,000 mg/kg also showed that there were no toxicity symptoms. Furthermore, in the main test, a dose of 2,000 mg/kg on 4 additional rats was continued. 

Discussion. The polyherbal tablet at doses up to 2000 mg/kgBW did not produce any signs of toxicity, either in the preliminary test with one rat or in the main test with four rats. Since no toxic symptoms were observed at the highest tested dose of 2000 mg/kg in the main study, the preparation can be categorized as unclassified in terms of acute toxicity.
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