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Learning, Doing and Becoming: Developing professional Identity in a postgraduate WiL Subject in Narrative Career Counselling
 
This presentation will illustrate how a partnership approach shapes authentic assessment practice in the development of narrative counselling skills in a compulsory postgraduate WiL subject. We will explore the process of preparing future-ready graduates for professional work as Career Practitioners in context of the COVID-19 pandemic'. The research explores the impact of online delivery compared with face to face modes of delivery, drawing on course leaders’ (CLs) and industry experts’ (IEs) reflections on the delivery experience and students’ engagement.
The presentation will address a key research question: How do facilitators, course leaders and students’ partner to develop an online counselling process? Theoretically, this study is enmeshed in constructivism and we will use a narrative approach to explore the relationship between meaning (experience), learning and identity for a range of participants. Co-constructed narratives will include representative clips from video interviews. The stories of stakeholders involved in the online delivery will be presented as descriptive cases for analysis.
Our findings are based on inductive narrative analysis of video recorded interviews from career development learning co-created with CLs and IEs. This is intended as the first phase of a larger study, with students' experiences to be directly explored in the second phase. Authenticity will be examined through lenses of professional practice and co-construction of meaning. Narrative analysis will be undertaken based on themes evident from the CL and IE cohorts. Discussion will explore:
      
1. Approaches to developing partnerships will IE, CLs and learners
2. Development of narrative counselling techniques and professional identity 
3. Variation between face-to-face and online narrative counselling learning experience. 
 
Our findings are timely and relevant for students’ experiences in the online learning context and for curriculum internationalization, implications for course pedagogy are discussed.
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