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Introduction. Co-teaching, where two or more professionals with complementary expertise deliver content collaboratively, has demonstrated positive impacts on learner engagement and outcomes in school education. Its application in pre-clinical healthcare education, where integration of foundational science with clinical relevance is critical, remains underexplored.
Aims. To explore student experiences of co-teaching in an undergraduate ocular pharmacology unit, and how this supports learning and preparedness for postgraduate study and clinical practice.
Methods. A co-teaching model was implemented in an undergraduate ocular pharmacology unit, with optometrists and a pharmacist co-developing and co-delivering case-based workshops. In the first phase of the study, student perceptions were evaluated using a validated survey; these findings have been reported previously. The current phase involved a series of focus groups with either current undergraduate students or postgraduate students who completed the unit previously under the co-teaching model. Each session lasted approximately 60 minutes, was recorded and transcribed, and data analysed using thematic analysis.
Results. Preliminary insights suggest students value the integration of clinical and theoretical perspectives, and the opportunity to engage with different professional viewpoints. Appreciation of the interprofessional nature of the teachers’ interactions was highlighted. Postgraduate students reported enhanced knowledge retention and appreciation of interprofessional practice as a key beneficial outcomes as a result of this model. 
Discussion. This second phase of the study aims to deepen understanding of how co-teaching influences student engagement, contextual learning, and readiness for postgraduate training and professional practice. These findings will inform future curriculum design and interdisciplinary teaching strategies in health professional education.
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