Promoting institutional pedagogical change through immersive experiential professional learning 
Introduction. We investigated a professional learning (PL) experience drawn from studying a Graduate Certificate of Tertiary Education (GCTE) unit at Victoria University, Australia (VU). In 2018 VU implemented Block model, replacing concurrent study of four semester-long units with studying one unit over four-weeks; key Block features being active learning and scaffolded assessments (McCluskey et al., 2020). The GCTE unit was reframed to align with this institutional model, to sensitise participants to the changed roles of students, and reflect on the changed role of academics in the Block. This replicated the student experience giving academics an authentic, immersive Block mode exposure (Hennessy et al., 2014) by completing learning activities and assessments within the parameters of a Block. We explore the implications of this experience on modifying teaching practices.
Aims. Investigate academics’ experiences of learning in Block mode to inform their Block mode teaching practice.  

Methods. After completing a Block, participants responded to an online questionnaire comprising quantitative and qualitative items. Qualitative responses were analysed thematically and examined for differences and consistencies. 
Results. Emerging results indicate overall satisfaction with the immersive experience as PL, including intentions to modify practices in future Block teaching.  
Discussion. With few evidence-based studies in PL for Block or intensive mode teaching, this study contributes to understandings on reflective, immersive PL. This is a catalyst to motivate effective, confident educators for Block mode teaching. 
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