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Introduction. Engagement and collaboration between students and facilitator(s) are important considerations when designing online learning settings. Levels of student interaction can be influenced by the presence of other students and the sense of community that is embedded in the platform (Deng & Tavares, 2013). This presentation explores the interconnection between the virtual space, student engagement and the development and use of reflective practices within a Graduate Teacher Performance Assessment (GTPA) in a Queensland university context.
Aims. The following research question was applied as a focus in this presentation: As learning is a social construct how does the virtual space support the attainment and use of reflective practice skills required for the GTPA? The aim of the presentation is to provide insight into how online modes of teaching impacts the acquisition of reflective practices applied in practical placements and assessed within the GTPA.
Methods. A mixed method approach was applied through qualitative content analysis of online data sets, including recorded forums, posts and discussions, and results from the reflective component of the GTPA. The analytics of the student learning behaviours within the virtual space was included in order to draw conclusions around engagement the virtual space and whether this is attributed to the demonstration of reflective practices.
Results. The results from this research focused on analysing the sections of the virtual space that students were accessing, then looking further into the influence of this engagement and the impact on the reflection strategies assessed within the GTPA. The results began to unveil the key characteristics of the virtual space that enhanced the students’ ability to apply reflective practice.
Discussion. This research led to considerations around the design and delivery of content within the virtual space were. These considerations included elements of consistency, terminology, timely feedback and opportunities for collaboration between stakeholders.
