Roundtable Proposal for HERDSA 2021

By Professor Carol A. Miles, Senior Curriculum Management Architect, Blackboard

(Can be delivered as a Presentation as required by the Program Committee)
Stream:

Teaching, learning and the student experience

Or

Values, justice and integrity

Employing a digitised curriculum management system to address the risks of contract cheating
Introduction. As concerns regarding contract cheating become more salient to universities and their governing bodies (such as TEQSA’s Higher Education Integrity Unit), universities are increasingly being held accountable for their students’ ethical behaviour and required to report formally on their initiatives through instruments such as risk registers. Primary to these initiatives is a keen focus on the role of assessment type in enabling students to use these contracted services (Taylor, 2014).  
Format of the round table.  Roundtable discussion will focus on current approaches to addressing risks related to contract cheating and the redesign of assessment instruments. Participants will consider how their curriculum management strategies (whether digitised, manual, or a combination of both) can contribute to the mediation of risk for academic dishonesty through contract cheating or by other means. 
Point for debate/focus of the work-in-progress/topic for discussion. A digitised curriculum management system can provide considerable assistance in identifying those courses assessed through traditional methods, placing a university at high risk for contract cheating.  A digitised curriculum management system provides university administrators instant access to data relating to the risk from non-authentic, traditional assessment tasks.  The presentation will then provide suggestions for concrete strategies for modifying assessment tasks to make them resistant to traditional contract cheating. 
Context/background. The referenced academic essay has been reported to pose the most salient risk to academic (Brown, 2010; Rundle and Clare, 2018).  A tremendous amount of technological and policy development has been directed toward curbing the use of online “paper mills” but this remains problematic and largely unresolved through attempting to police compliance.

Intended outcome. Participants will explore the availability of rich data from within their curriculum to mediate these risks.  Participants will be encouraged to explore these options at their universities by engaging with colleagues to facilitate a community of practice.
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