Teaching maths in English to English language learners in university settings: It’s time to do something
Introduction. This roundtable aims to promote discussion about the challenges in teaching maths (or quantitative skills in general) in English to English language learners (ELL) in universities, an under-researched yet important issue.
Format of the round table. Work-in-progress.
Focus of the work-in-progress. Very few studies have investigated the language difficulties faced by the increasingly growing number of ELL students of mathematics in higher education. We are conducting a mixed-method inquiry (interviews plus survey) about ELL students’ experience of learning quantitative skills in English at a large public university in Queensland. 
Context/background. International university students have large economic, social, and cultural impacts in Australia, which takes international education as the third largest export. Like in the U.K. and North America, lack of English proficiency is a major problem faced by international students in Australia, resulting in a range of negative ramifications. Facing the decreasing preparedness and motivation in learning tertiary quantitative skills, Australian Academy of Science calls for more focus on mathematics education at university level. Nevertheless, ELL students and language issues have received little attention in existing research on university mathematics education. In primary and secondary mathematics education, however, it has been recognised that teaching content through language and teaching language through content are intertwined; learning mathematics requires a variety of linguistic skills that ELL students may not have mastered; and, there are differences among academic language of mathematics, general academic language, and conversational language, each requiring explicit teaching.
Intended outcome. We intend to share our work-in-progress and seek feedback to further the research and practice with an interdisciplinary perspective. Facing the new linguistic profile of student cohort, we advocate that university teaching should actively implement more inclusive learning designs to ensure student success.
