Using Students as Partners to Assess Blending Learning Initiatives 
Introduction: The model, ‘students as partners’ advances teaching, learning, and curriculum in higher education (Healey, Flint & Harrington, 2014) by positioning students as “…trusted adults with active responsibility for their learning” (The University of Queensland, 2017). The process chosen to collect ‘student voice’ impacts the information gathered and can influence research results. Using a recent collaborative research project as a case study – this paper reflects on the effectiveness of research methods used when using ‘students as partners’ in data collection, data organisation, analysing data, and forming conclusions.
Aims: To establish the effectiveness of dialogic methods for collecting the ‘student voice’. The paper will reflect on and promote successful techniques and discuss possible deviations from typical methods to more effectively uncover and implement ‘student voice’.
Methods. The case study will allow for a detailed analysis of a Blending Learning initiative using ‘student voice’ to determine areas of disconnect in technologies and suggest remedies to positively impact student experience. This case study will determine how effectively the methods chosen captured the ‘student voice’ throughout the study.
Results. Students responded well to opportunities to articulate their experience, provide evidence as to why certain technologies did not work for them, and brainstorm possible adjustments to enhance student engagement. Students enjoyed hands-on workshops (i.e. Lego play) and constructing survey questions to attract student responses.

Discussion. As ‘student voice’ becomes a preferred technique in data collection, it is important to analyse the effectiveness of methods used to gather such data. It is necessary to carefully select the methods of data collection and establish guidelines for the involvement from the students. ‘Student Voice’ works best when students have the time and ability to examine issues from multiple angles and brainstorm possible solutions that benefit all stakeholders.
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