Blended learning and Bloom’s taxonomy
Format. Birds of a Feather.
Topic for discussion. Learning objectives requiring demonstration of factual knowledge to be covered through e-learning activities, whilst learning objectives requiring the application of factual knowledge and the use of higher order thinking skills to be covered during the face to face tutorials. The underlying framework to design the blended learning module and its implications to students’ learning experiences will be discussed.
Background. Blended learning (BL) is a combination of online and face-to-face learning activities. A high-quality blended learning module requires an appropriate blend between the online and face-to-face components in order to engage students. Bloom’s taxonomy is a hierarchical system used to distinguish different levels of human cognitive skills and helps academics plan learning objectives moving from basic understanding to a deeper learning of content. El Sadik and Al Abdulmonem (2020) suggest a design of the BL program to be developed using Bloom’s learning domains (psychomotor, cognitive and affective) in order to allocate and classify the learning outcomes required within the specific learning activities. They recommend collaborative/Constructivist approach to be considered for learning outcomes that develop conceptual and metacognitive knowledge whereas self-guided or instructional online learning approach to be considered for learning outcomes that develop factual and procedural knowledge. Although, the study provides great suggestion to novice designers of blended learning, various challenges are foreseen. The proposed roundtable discussion addresses considerations necessary in designing BL courses such as: diversity, students not having background knowledge, high attrition rate with first year students, STEM education, as well as getting students to complete the online component. 
Intended outcome. The ideas and perspectives shared in the discussion will help frame the blended learning module, in particular, constructing the online and face-to-face components in alignment with Bloom’s taxonomy. To that end, this discussion will assist the author to meet the challenges faced in the design process of the blended module.
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