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Abstract

This paper presents and discusses the plot for a short digital video
project inspired by the artistic works of Patrick Doan, seamlessly
blending humanist explorations with transhumanist contexts. The
project intricately weaves together visual and philosophical mo-
tifs rooted in cyberpunk culture, creating a rich tapestry of im-
agery that transcends traditional boundaries. As the artist's con-
nection with cyberpunk deepens, a profound realization unfolds —
the exploration of visions depicting an unknowable future that
could inevitably become an integral part of our lives. The paper
navigates through the creative process, the incorporation of cy-
berpunk aesthetics, and the philosophical underpinnings that drive
this unique convergence of art and futurism. Through this explo-
ration, the project not only pays homage to Patrick Doan's influ-
ence but also propels the audience into a thought-provoking con-
templation of the evolving relationship between humanity and
technology. In the plot for "Synthetic Reverie” in the not-so-dis-
tant future, where the boundaries between humanity and technol-
ogy have blurred, Mei, a Chinese Gen Z girl, finds herself navi-
gating a cityscape pulsating with neon lights and cybernetic aug-
mentations. Mei is an ordinary individual in an extraordinary
world, grappling with the juxtaposition of the organic and the
synthetic.
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Introduction

In the realm of contemporary visual arts, the infusion of
cyberpunk aesthetics has transcended cultural boundaries,
captivating audiences worldwide. One particularly intrigu-
ing facet of this phenomenon is the exploration of cyber-
punk aesthetics in Asia, where artists delve into the inter-
section of tradition and futurism. This paper embarks on a
journey to unravel the unique manifestations of cyberpunk
elements within Asian artistic landscapes, drawing inspira-
tion from the captivating works of Patrick Doan.

As we navigate through the intricate tapestry of digital
expressions, we seek to understand how Asian artists
weave the threads of cyberpunk culture into their creations,
offering a lens through which to examine the dynamic in-
terplay between technological advancement, societal dy-
namics, and cultural identity. The allure of cyberpunk aes-
thetics in Asia lies not only in its visual richness but also in
its ability to reflect and challenge societal norms, project-
ing visions of a future where tradition and innovation coa-
lesce in a mesmerizing dance of pixels and philosophical
exploration.

Figure 1. Patrick Doan, NEXTWORLD #5, 2022, video
still. Image by Patrick Doan [1]

The approach and production of Patrick Doan in seamless-
ly blending humanist explorations with transhumanist con-
texts represent a pioneering fusion of artistic vision and
technological innovation. Doan's works serve as a testa-
ment to the transformative power of digital media, tran-
scending conventional artistic boundaries to engage with
the evolving relationship between humanity and technolo-

gy-

At the core of Doan's methodology is a meticulous explo-
ration of humanist themes. His digital video projects often
navigate the complexities of human emotions, societal dy-
namics, and existential questions. By drawing inspiration
from the rich tapestry of human experiences, Doan infuses
his creations with a profound sense of empathy and con-
nection to the human condition. This humanist lens be-
comes a crucial foundation upon which the transhumanist
elements are intricately layered.

Cyberpunk and Transhumanism

The transhumanist contexts in Doan's work manifest
through the incorporation of cutting-edge technologies and
speculative visions of the future. From augmented realities
to cybernetic enhancements, his creations become a canvas
for contemplating the potential evolution of human exis-
tence. This intersection of the human and the transhuman
creates a space for introspection, challenging viewers to
confront the boundaries of their perceptions and notions of
identity. The seamless blending of humanist and transhu-
manist themes in Doan's work is not merely a juxtaposition
but a harmonious integration. Each pixel, every frame, tells
a story of the interconnectedness between the organic and
the synthetic, inviting viewers to ponder the implications
of a future where these boundaries blur.



This approach extends beyond the visual realm, permeating
the philosophical underpinnings of his projects. As Doan
delves deeper into cyberpunk culture, the exploration of an
unknowable future becomes a central motif. His creations
serve as windows into speculative landscapes, where the
organic and the artificial coexist in a symbiotic dance. The
realization that these visions could one day become tangi-
ble aspects of our lives further intensifies his commitment
to this exploration.

In essence, Patrick Doan's approach and production tran-
scend the conventional, offering a glimpse into a realm
where the human experience is intricately interwoven with
the possibilities of a transhuman future. Through his art,
Doan beckons us to contemplate not only the aesthetic al-
lure of cyberpunk culture but also the profound philosophi-
cal inquiries that arise at the intersection of the human and
the technological.

The Plot: "Synthetic Reverie"

Title: "Synthetic Reverie"

The plot for the short film "Synthetic Reverie” incorporate
elements of cyberpunk aesthetics and transhumanism as
following:

In the not-so-distant future, where the boundaries between
humanity and technology have blurred, Mei, a Chinese
Gen Z girl, finds herself navigating a cityscape pulsating
with neon lights and cybernetic augmentations. Mei is an
ordinary individual in an extraordinary world, grappling
with the juxtaposition of the organic and the synthetic.

As Mei moves through the bustling metropolis, the visual
narrative unfolds in a series of digital landscapes inspired
by Patrick Doan's aesthetic. The city is a mesmerizing
amalgamation of towering skyscrapers adorned with holo-
graphic projections and bustling streets populated by indi-
viduals with cybernetic enhancements.

A chance encounter leads Mei to a mysterious underground
club, where the pulsating beats of synthwave music echo
through the air. The club is a haven for those seeking to
transcend the limitations of their organic existence. Mei is
drawn into a surreal dance, both literally and metaphorical-
ly, as she interacts with individuals whose bodies seamless-
ly integrate with technology.

The narrative takes an introspective turn as Mei grapples
with questions of identity, humanity, and the allure of tran-
shumanism. Through thought-provoking visual sequences,
Mei's internal struggle is mirrored by the evolving
cityscape around her.

As Mei delves deeper into this cyberpunk dreamscape, she
stumbles upon an enigmatic figure — a digital artist who
creates breathtaking virtual worlds. This artist, reminiscent
of Patrick Doan, becomes Mei's guide, unveiling the hid-
den layers of the city's synthetic tapestry.

The climax of the short film unfolds as Mei undergoes a
transcendent experience, merging her consciousness with
the city's digital network.

This surreal journey becomes a metaphorical exploration
of the evolving relationship between humanity and tech-
nology, leaving Mei forever changed.

Finaly, Mei emerges from the experience with a newfound
understanding, both of herself and the world she inhabits.
The city, once overwhelming, now appears as a canvas of
infinite possibilities.

The short film concludes with Mei embracing the synthesis
of the human and the transhuman, walking into the neon-lit
horizon with a sense of awe and acceptance for the un-
known future. "Synthetic Reverie" serves as a visual ode to
Patrick Doan's work, inviting viewers to reflect on the pro-
found intersections of art, technology, and the spirit of the
Chinese Gen Z experience.

Final Considerations

The exploration of cyberpunk aesthetics in Asia, particular-
ly through the lens of Patrick Doan's influential work, un-
veils a tapestry of artistic innovation that transcends tradi-
tional boundaries. The convergence of humanist explo-
rations and transhumanist contexts in Doan's creations
serves as a testament to the transformative power of digital
media and its capacity to challenge societal norms.

As we reflect on the presented digital video project in-
spired by Doan's work, titled "Synthetic Reverie," it be-
comes evident that the intersection of the organic and the
synthetic is not merely a visual spectacle but a profound
philosophical journey. The protagonist, Mei, represents the
new wave of Chinese Gen Z individuals navigating a world
where technology seamlessly integrates into the fabric of
daily life.

The short film encapsulates Mei's introspective exploration
of identity, inviting viewers to contemplate the implica-
tions of a future where humanity and technology coalesce
in a dance of transcendence. Through the vibrant cyber-
punk landscapes and the symbolic merging of Mei's con-
sciousness with the digital network, "Synthetic Reverie"
becomes a metaphorical journey into the unknown possi-
bilities of a transhuman existence.

In the broader context, this paper underscores the cultural
significance of cyberpunk aesthetics in Asia. The fusion of
tradition and futurism, evident in Doan's work and reflect-
ed in "Synthetic Reverie," serves as a commentary on the
evolving relationship between technology and cultural
identity. The exploration of an unknowable future becomes
a narrative thread connecting diverse societies, inviting us
to consider the shared human experience in the face of
technological advancement.

As we navigate the cyberpunk landscapes of Asia through
Patrick Doan's artistic lens, we are reminded that art has
the power to transcend geographical and cultural bound-
aries. The presented digital video project is not merely an
homage to Doan's influence but an invitation to ponder the
implications of the symbiotic relationship between humani-
ty and the ever-evolving realm of technology.



In conclusion, the paper invites scholars, enthusiasts, and
viewers alike to embark on a contemplative journey. The
cyberpunk aesthetics in Asia, as manifested through Patrick
Doan's work and the imaginative "Synthetic Reverie,"
beckon us to question, explore, and embrace the intricate
dance between the human and the transhuman in our col-
lective vision of an uncertain, yet undoubtedly fascinating,
future.
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