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Introduction. Pharmacology has been cited as an important component of clinical decision-making in pharmacy, leading to improved patient outcomes. The changing scope of pharmacists’ practice and the explosion of new drug knowledge, calls for a re-evaluation of pharmacology education and its place in contemporary pharmacy.
Aims. To determine how Australian pharmacists perceive pharmacology knowledge, including its definition, role in pharmacy practice, impact on scope of practice, and place in pharmacy education.
Methods. Registered pharmacists in Victoria, Australia were recruited at their places of work and interviewed about their perspectives on pharmacology, particularly its place in contemporary pharmacy education (UNE HREC Approval HE23-018). Responses to open-ended questions were deidentified and transcribed, then answers coded and evaluated using inductive thematic analysis to assess attitudes and perceptions.
Results. Of the 17 pharmacists interviewed, 13 practice in community pharmacies, 3 in hospitals, and 1 in both settings. Participants consistently included pharmacodynamics as part of their pharmacology definition, however, only half included pharmacokinetics and drug structure. Unanimously, pharmacology was perceived to be essential foundational knowledge for pharmacy practice and interviewees advised against its dilution within pharmacy education. Three themes arose regarding the impact of pharmacology on patient outcomes: improving patients' understanding of their medications; assisting in clinical decision-making; and improving medication safety. Additionally, participants believed that pharmacology is critical to a pharmacist’s identity and role within multidisciplinary teams. Similarly, pharmacists felt that pharmacology underpins additional competencies, such as diagnostics, that are required for the expansion of their scope of practice.
Discussion. Though complexities exist within pharmacists’ perceptions of pharmacology, the responses of participants in this study shared the attitude that it plays an important role in current and future practice, solidifying its place in pharmacy education. As pharmacists’ responsibilities evolve, understanding the influence pharmacology knowledge has on patient outcomes and pharmacist identity will be invaluable.
