Technology is the key: Student musicians’ engagement with PebblePad for authentic professional learning
Introduction. Conservatoriums and tertiary music schools have not been immune to the higher education demand to create industry-ready graduates. While many institutions have introduced career development initiatives it is widely acknowledged that professional skill acquisition is more successful when experientially rather than theoretically learned. For the past seven years, students in the third-year course have been required to submit an assessment based on the Ian Potter Cultural Trust grant application to develop fundraising and career planning capabilities.

Aims. The core purpose of this study was to determine how authentically experienced assessment would impact student engagement and professional skill learning.

Methods. In 2019, 94 students completed an online simulation of the Ian Potter Cultural Trust grant application via PebblePad (an online learning tool engaging in multimedia) as opposed to the past student practice of word document submission. The quality of assessments was analysed according to the related criteria, which mimicked standard grant requirements, and compared with previous course submissions. A one-question survey, also present in arts grant applications, was introduced to determine how students experienced the technological process.
Results. The quality of the students’ work greatly improved compared to the previous six years. Over 51% of the cohort achieved over 75/100 for this task. During the course, one student used her assessment and was awarded significant funding to assist further international studies. Of the online process, 87/94 indicated a positive experience. The four who answered negatively produced written work that did not meet the criteria. Whether this is because they were not engaged in the course itself or struggled with the technology was unclear. 
Discussion. It is interesting to note that the content and teaching style remained unchanged, yet an authentic approach to the assessment transformed the student experience and learning outcomes. Future comparative years will further determine if this is truly the case.
