Stories within stories: An Intersectional understanding of international female doctoral students' experiences

This paper explores the experiences of international female doctoral students in Australia, including significant social and academic life-events, through narrative inquiry (Clandinin, Cave, & Berendonk, 2017). Many theoretical and empirical doctoral studies papers explore the experiences of doctoral students in 'big-picture' and generalised ways (Schmidt & Hansson, 2018; Young, Vanwye, Schafer, Robertson, & Poore, 2019). My research contributes to our understandings of more specific experiences. The goal of this study is to begin to map an account of the intersection of gender, higher degrees, and social identities of these students from their point of view. Therefore, I have conducted a narrative inquiry among 13 international female doctoral students through multiple email exchanges, followed by in-depth interviews. A total of 65 narratives and 13 interviews have been collected end of the data collection.  The theory of intersectionality (Crenshaw, 1989) and the feminist standpoint theory (Harding, 2004) consolidate to aid the thematic analysis (Maguire, 2017) of research participants' narratives, as they reflect how power operates within our social and academic culture. The research findings contribute to our understanding of the complexity and diversity of the international female doctoral students' lives and allow the educators, universities, policymakers, and future doctoral students to see a closer and more detailed view of these students' life events.
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