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Abstract 

This artist talk introduces the  Virtual Reality (VR) installa-
tion titled 'Holly Landscapes,' a creation that seamlessly 
blends the visual inspirations of esteemed artists Ruben Wu 
and Olafur Eliasson. It also significantly emphasizes re-
specting natural environments amidst the ongoing climate 
crisis. By utilizing advanced AI technology to generate im-
mersive 3D videos, our installation takes participants on a 
synesthetic journey through otherworldly landscapes, echo-
ing Wu's captivating use of light and Eliasson's interactive 
installations. In an era marked by environmental challenges, 
'Holly Landscapes intentionally infuses the VR experience 
with a commitment to respecting and preserving the natural 
world. Inspired by Wu's dynamic aerial photography and 
Eliasson's engagement with the elements, this AI-driven 
creation transports users to surreal environments that under-
score the beauty and fragility of our planet. The generative 
algorithms employed in 'Holly Landscapes' not only craft 
visually stunning landscapes but also serve as a reminder of 
the urgent need to protect and cherish our natural surround-
ings. As participants navigate these synthetic realms, they 
are encouraged to reflect on the interconnectedness of art, 
technology, and the environment in the face of the climate 
crisis. This paper explores the conceptual foundations, tech-
nological innovations, and the potential role of 'Holly Land-
scapes' in fostering a renewed appreciation for nature and 
collective environmental responsibility. 
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 Introduction 

In the ever-evolving landscape of digital art and immersive 
storytelling, the fusion of technology, art, and environmen-
tal consciousness has given rise to challenging forms of 
expression. This paper delves into a Virtual Reality (VR) 
installation that harnesses the creative potential of Adobe 
Firefly to generate captivating AI-driven 3D videos. In-
spired by the visual explorations of Reuben Wu [1], a dis-
tinguished multidisciplinary artist, and National Geograph-
ic Photographer, and Olafur Eliasson [2], a pioneering fig-
ure in the digital art space, this installation transcends tra-
ditional boundaries to tell compelling stories about our 
world. 

 

Figure 1. Garden in Shanghai. Image by the author. 

Reuben Wu's work [1] is emblematic of the symbiotic rela-
tionship between technology and artistic expression. As a 
multidisciplinary artist, Wu utilizes cutting-edge tools to 
navigate the concept of time and space, creating visually 
arresting narratives that resonate across disciplines. His 
background as a National Geographic Photographer under-
scores a deep engagement with the natural world, bringing 
a unique perspective to the intersection of technology and 
art. 

On the other hand, Olafur Eliasson, in collaboration with 
geologist Minik Rosing, has embarked on projects that 
extend beyond the realm of traditional art. Notably, their 
project 'Ice Watch' exemplifies a commitment to environ-
mental awareness, offering public spaces the opportunity to 
engage intimately with the tangible effects of rapid envi-
ronmental changes [2]. Eliasson's work transcends tradi-
tional artistic boundaries, integrating elements of sensory 
perception and public engagement to provoke contempla-
tion on our relationship with the environment. 



This paper explores the conceptual underpinnings of our 
VR installation, named 'Holly Landscapes,' as it draws 
inspiration from the technological prowess of Reuben Wu 
[1] and the environmental advocacy of Olafur Eliasson [2]. 
Through the lens of Adobe Firefly, we delve into the cre-
ative process behind AI-generated 3D videos, aiming to 
create a synesthetic experience that not only captivates but 
also prompts reflection on the urgent realities of our chang-
ing world. The convergence of Wu's technological artistry 
and Eliasson's environmental stewardship catalyzes an 
immersive journey that transcends the boundaries of tradi-
tional storytelling and art installations. 

On Generative AI 

Generative AI [3] represents a transformative frontier in 
artificial intelligence technology, boasting the capability to 
generate diverse forms of content such as text, imagery, 
audio, and synthetic data. The recent surge in interest and 
excitement surrounding generative AI stems from the 
emergence of user-friendly interfaces that simplify the cre-
ation of high-quality text, graphics, and videos within a 
matter of seconds. While the concept of generative AI is 
not entirely new, its roots trace back to the 1960s when it 
made its initial appearance in the form of chatbots. How-
ever, it was not until 2014, marked by the advent of gener-
ative adversarial networks (GANs), that generative AI ex-
perienced a profound leap in its creative capacities. GANs, 
a category of machine learning algorithms, played a pivotal 
role in enabling generative AI to produce remarkably au-
thentic images, videos, and audio that closely resemble real 
people. 

The essence of generative AI [3] lies in its ability to au-
tonomously produce content by learning and replicating 
patterns from existing data. This technology is not confined 
to a singular medium; it spans text, images, audio, and 
even synthetic data, offering a versatile range of ap-
plications across industries. The revolutionary aspect of 
recent advancements lies in the democratization of genera-
tive AI through user-friendly interfaces. These interfaces 
empower individuals, including those without extensive 
technical expertise, to leverage the capabilities of genera-
tive AI and swiftly create sophisticated outputs. This ease 
of use has democratized creativity, unlocking new possibil-
ities for artists, designers, and content creators. 

Nature in Shanghai 

The artistic concept for the AI generative video project 
stems from a profound exploration of Shanghai's natural 
landscapes and the inherent beauty of its environment. The 
narrative unfolds as a visual journey, commencing with a 
photographic essay that captures the essence and intrica-
cies of Shanghai's diverse natural scenery. 

The photographic essay serves as the foundational canvas, 
documenting the unique elements that define the city's rela-
tionship with nature. From tranquil gardens and expansive 
parks to the mesmerizing interplay of urban structures 
against natural backdrops, each photograph encapsulates a 
moment in time, portraying the city's harmonious coexis-
tence with its natural surroundings. 

As the generative AI takes center stage, it interprets and 
reimagines these photographic snapshots, breathing life 
into them through dynamic and evolving visual narratives. 
The AI's creative algorithms delve into the nuances of the 
images, extracting patterns, textures, and colors, to craft a 
seamless transition from one frame to another. This process 
results in a mesmerizing fusion of reality and imagination, 
where the beauty of Shanghai's nature is reinterpreted and 
magnified through the lens of artificial intelligence. 

The generative video becomes a fluid expression, tran-
scending the limitations of traditional media. It seeks to 
convey not only the visual allure of Shanghai's landscapes 
but also evoke emotional responses and contemplation. 
The evolving scenes unfold organically, mirroring the ebb 
and flow of nature, and inviting viewers to immerse them-
selves in a synesthetic experience that transcends the 
boundaries between the real and the imagined. 

The concept aims to showcase the transformative potential 
of generative AI in capturing and amplifying the inherent 
beauty of Shanghai's natural landscapes. Through a seam-
less interplay of technology and artistic vision, the genera-
tive video becomes an ode to the coalescence of urban life 
and the enchanting allure of nature in this Asian me-
tropolis. 

Transformative Force of Generative AI 

In concluding this exploration of our VR installation, 'Hol-
ly Landscapes,' inspired by the visual legacies of Reuben 
Wu and Olafur Eliasson, several key reflections emerge. 
This paper explored the convergence of generative AI, 
Adobe Firefly, and the artistic concepts derived from the 
natural landscapes of Shanghai, unraveling a narrative that 
transcends traditional boundaries in both art and technolo-
gy. 

The utilization of generative AI, as demonstrated through 
Adobe Firefly, has proven to be a transformative force in 
the creation of immersive experiences. From the inception 
of chatbots in the 1960s to the pivotal introduction of gen-
erative adversarial networks (GANs) in 2014, the evolution 
of generative AI has empowered artists and technologists 
alike to redefine the landscape of creative expression. 

The VR installation, 'Holly Landscapes,' stands at the inter-
section of these advancements, weaving together the tech-
nological prowess of generative AI with the artistic vision 
inspired by Reuben Wu's multidisciplinary explorations 
and Olafur Eliasson's commitment to environmental con-
sciousness. The project seeks not only to captivate audi-
ences with visually stunning 3D videos but also to foster a 
synesthetic journey that prompts reflection on our relation-
ship with nature, particularly in the context of the climate 
crisis. 

As we navigate the dynamic interplay between technology 
and art, it is crucial to acknowledge the ethical considera-
tions that accompany the use of generative AI, especially in 
the creation of synthetic content. Striking a balance be-
tween innovation and responsible development becomes 
imperative as we harness the potential of these technolo-
gies.  



Final considerations 

'Holly Landscapes' underscores the democratization of 
creativity facilitated by user-friendly interfaces, enabling 
individuals from diverse backgrounds to engage with and 
contribute to the narrative. This democratization opens new 
avenues for exploration and collaboration, redefining the 
roles of both creators and consumers in the artistic process. 

'Holly Landscapes' exemplifies the transformative power 
of technology and art converging to create novel experi-
ences. It invites participants to reconsider their connection 
with the environment, prompting a deeper understanding of 
the beauty that surrounds us. As generative AI continues to 
evolve, the intersection of technology and artistic expres-
sion holds promise for innovative, immersive storytelling, 
challenging preconceived notions and offering new per-
spectives on the world we inhabit. 
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