How critical thinking can be taught
Introduction. Academic discussions about the nature of critical thinking ultimately impact upon whether people believe, or do not believe, that critical thinking can be taught. Some who see it as a general skill often dispute the teachability and transferability of critical thinking. Others who see it as a mix of skills, dispositions and perhaps virtues might imagine critical thinking as a more directly achievable educational goal. This session will offer the opportunity to explore the connections between definitions of critical thinking and the extent to which it can be taught. 
Format of the round table. Topic for discussion.
Context/background. All higher education institutes recognise the value of critical thinking as evidenced by their lists of graduate outcomes, which ubiquitously speak of developing students’ critical thinking skills. Recent conversations with NSW Education and classroom teachers in schools and universities indicate that there is a growing consensus among educators that critical thinking can be taught, though there is still debate about how that is best done. The debate itself logically hinges upon how critical thinking is conceptualised and hence realised in the classroom. As teachers seek effective means of developing thinking skills in their students, it is becoming more important to provide clarity, precision and structure to serve the purposes of teacher deliberations. 

Intended outcome. A clearer line of site from assumptions about the nature of critical thinking to the pedagogical imperatives of developing critical thinking in the classroom. 
