Conferences as a pedagogical practice in doctoral education
Introduction. Academic researchers in STEM use conferences as a key channel to share their research. There is a strong expectation that STEM doctoral candidates publish from early in their candidature to develop researcher identity and join the academic discourse. Writing conferences publications is a common pedagogical tool and the responsibility for skill development is largely held by supervisors. While a significant amount of research has explored the pedagogies underpinning doctoral writing, few studies have investigated the specific role of conference publications.
Aims. This project explores the experiences of Computer Science and Information Technology doctoral candidates and supervisors submitting conference publications and ‘how things actually are’.
Methods. The study uses a qualitative research approach: interviews with supervisors and candidates who had all successfully published conference papers in the previous two years; and feedback from candidates who attended an academic language workshop on writing publications.
Results. The results show that: writing conference publications is a popular and frequent authentic interaction used to engage PhD candidates with the discourse of the discipline; conference publications support researcher identity by being a peer-reviewed measure of a PhD research project and can enable connection with domain experts; writing is perceived as a legitimate strategy for developing research ideas. However, the findings also show that it has limitations in terms of a pedagogical tool in developing leaner identity and writing development. Academic writing development using conference papers is still heavily dependent on supervisors’ skills and time, is often tacit, compromised by deadlines and not revisited. 
Discussion. The findings offer insight into the effectiveness of writing conference publications as a pedagogical tool and the transferability of skills learned. They invite further exploration of how academic language advisors can play an integral part of the doctoral communication development team. 
