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ABSTRACT 
 

The sales of EVs (Electric Vehicles) have continued to grow over the last years even while there was a 

short term oversupply of both spodumene and lithium battery chemicals.  The result of the oversupply was 

that prices of both spodumene concentrate and lithium chemicals fell but now that prices have risen sharply 

the momentum to build lithium conversion plants is intensifying. 

Spodumene is used to produce roughly 55% of the world’s lithium and is largely supplied from Western 

Australia. The focus of this keynote is to discuss the trends and development in lithium processing of 

spodumene as this is more relevant to this conference.   

The four trends that appear to be common to the more advanced projects are: 

Trend 1.  The project proponent’s ability to address ESG (Environmental, Social & Governance) issues are 

becoming significant in order to get finance and governmental approvals. This has seen the rise 

of phrases such as zero carbon lithium, carbon footprint reduction and the 

battery value chain traceability.  The ability to sell, reuse, or modify by-products and wastes is 

becoming more of a challenge than the processing of the spodumene and is influencing plant 

flowsheets. 

Trend 2.  With the desire to produce batteries and battery precursors in Europe, consideration is being 

given to the possibility of producing lithium intermediates such as lithium sulphate. The drivers 

include minimizing the transport volume and cost as well as the need to dispose of aluminosilicate 

waste. 

Trend 3.  The newer mines and proposed new mines in general have a lower grade spodumene than 

Talison which has dominated the global supply of spodumene. Also, the grain size of these 

spodumenes is typically smaller and requires finer grinding to liberate the spodumene.  The 

combination of finer spodumene concentrate and the presence of different gangue minerals will 

pose significant challenges to process. 

Trend 4.  The growth of the battery market is driving the demand not only for more lithium chemicals but 

also for tighter product specifications to produce better batteries. Predictions are that the 

specifications will continue to tighten and  impurities in battery grade material will continue to fall. 

With the rapid growth of the lithium industry there has been a similar rise in the research and development 

of new technologies and flowsheets.  Currently all the spodumene conversion uses variations of the original 

sulphation technology patented in 1950. The most advanced alternative is the sodium carbonate pressure 

leach. 
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