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Biography: 
 

As Deputy Chief Executive, Equity, Partnerships and Intervention 
Design, Paula is responsible for leading the incorporation of te ao 
Māori across WorkSafe and ensuring the organisation has strong 
foundations to support the Crown as a partner under te Tiriti o 
Waitangi and the Treaty of Waitangi and meet its statutory obligations 
to Iwi/Māori. 
Paula (Ngā Rauru, Ngāti Ruanui, Ngāti Toa Rangatira) joined WorkSafe 
in July 2023, bringing extensive executive leadership experience across 
a raft of specialities, with a particular focus on equitable outcomes and 
transformation. 

 
Paula’s prior roles include CE and DCE roles in education, including leading the merger of Careers 
New Zealand with the Tertiary Education Commission. As regional commissioner for the Department 
of Corrections, Paula led transformation governance boards, and the review and refresh of the 
Department's strategy. She has also held board roles across health, education, social services, sport 
and recreation, and te reo Māori. 


