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Yoko Watanabe is the Director for Environment at the Asian Development
Bank. She heads the environmental sustainability work, including nature-based
solutions, biodiversity conservation and ecosystem management, air quality,
circular economy, and environmental finance.

She has over 30 years of experience working on biodiversity and natural
resources management. She has held key positions at the GEF, UNDP, World
Bank, and WWF. She has strategically managed large teams and has
experience working in nearly 130 countries globally.

Yoko is a Japanese national and holds a master’s degree in international
development with a focus on environment management.




