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Moderator

Gi Soon Song, Director, Human and Social Development,
Sector Group, ADB

Gi Soon Song has over 20 years of experience in
international development. She led various ADB programs
and projects in education, skills development, health, and
social protection areas in South Asia and the Pacific for over
12 years.

Prior to joining ADB, Ms. Song had been with the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Indonesia from
2003 to 2009, taking responsibilities in supporting
governance and poverty reduction programs/projects.

Ms. Song, a national of the Republic of Korea, obtained her
doctoral degree in Agricultural Science from Bonn
University in Germany following her MA in International
Commerce from Korea University in Seoul, Korea.

Panelists

Katinka Weinberger, Chief of Sustainable Socioeconomic
Transformation, United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)

Dr. Katinka Weinberger has 25 years of experience in
sustainable development, agriculture, and the environment
at international level, working through multistakeholder
processes, and focusing on the interconnections of
economic, social and environmental dimensions of
development. Currently, as Chief of the Sustainable




Socioeconomic Transformations Section, she leads
ESCAP’s engagement in Inequality, Social Protection, and
Leave No One Behind.

Previously, as Chief of the Environment and Development
Policy Section, she led the establishment of the Asia Pacific
Forum on Sustainable Development as an annual, inclusive
intergovernmental forum, and was responsible for key issues
related to the environment and the 2030 Agenda for
sustainable development, including on climate ambition,
food systems, ecosystems health and environmental
governance. Before joining EDPS she was the Head of the
Centre for Alleviation of Poverty for Sustainable Agriculture
and previously worked in different scientist positions within
the Consultative Group of International Agricultural
Research (CGIAR).

Ms Weinberger holds an Engineering Degree in Agricultural
Economics, and a PhD in Development Economics, both
from the University of Kiel, Germany.

Abdul Malik

Minister of State

Ministry of Gender, Family and Social Affairs
Maldives

Abdul Malik oversees the work of Sacial Protection at the Policy
Department. He was the former Undersecretary for Health and
Social Policy at The President’s Office. He worked as an adjunct
lecturer/Assistant Professor at School of Medicine, Maldives
National University and Villa College. He was awarded the US
Presidential Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship, specialized in
Public Health Policy and Management from Emory University,
during which he served at the US Center for Disease Control and
Prevention. He worked for the Carter Center Mental Health
Program and the Permanent Mission of Maldives to the United
Nations, Committee on Social, Humanitarian and Cultural
Issues.

Abdul completed his Master’s in Public Health for Development
from the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine.



Tamila Barkalaia, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Internally
Displaced People from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health
and Social Affairs, Georgia

Tamila Barkalaia is a Deputy Minister at the Ministry of Internally
Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health
and Social Affairs of Georgia since December 2017, responsible
for the areas of social protection, labor and employment. Under
her leadership, key reforms were implemented such as revision
of labor and employment legislation and policies, establishment
of Labor Inspection and Public Employment Services,
advancement of social assistance measures for vulnerable social
groups.

Ms. Barkalaia has a Masters degree in international
development from the University of Pittsburgh, (USA) and a
bachelor's degree in international business from the State
Technical University (Georgia).

Philip O’Keefe, Professor of Practice at University of New South
Wales Business School and Director of the Ageing Asia Research
Hub at the ARC Centre of Excellence for Population Ageing
Research (CEPAR).

Until 2021, Philip was an economist at the World Bank. Most
recently he is Practice Manager for Social Protection and Jobs in
East Asia and Pacific region. Over his World Bank career, he
worked as Lead Economist in ECA, SAR and EAP regions. He
has published and led budget support and investment lending
operations on social protection, labor markets and ageing issues.
He holds undergraduate degrees from University of Sydney and
postgraduate degrees in development economics and law from
Oxford University and London School of Economics.



