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Gary Smith is Head of the EMEA Fixed Income Client Portfolio 
Management team at Columbia Threadneedle Investments. He 

works across the fixed income platform. 

 
Prior to joining Columbia Threadneedle in 2024, he was the 

Managing Director of Sovereign Focus and provided financial 
market training to central bank FX reserves managers. Between 

2013-2019 he was a member of the Strategic Relationship team at 
Barings. Between 2004-2013 he was Head of the Official 

Institutions team at BNP Paribas, and then at BNP Paribas Asset 

Management.  
 

He began his career in fixed income research, before moving to 
fixed income sales. He ran fixed income distribution teams at both 

Morgan Stanley and Merrill Lynch. 

 
He has an economics degree from University College London. He 

was awarded the CFA (ESG) certificate in 2021. He has served as 
a pension fund trustee. He has worked an advisory board member 

of the OMFIF think-tank and as a contributing editor for the Central 
Banking Journal. 

 

 
 


