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4C. Making social protection more                    

conflict sensitive and displacement inclusive
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Outline

• Asia Pacific’s landscape of conflict and displacement: context 

and challenges

• Four questions about conflict-sensitive and displacement-

inclusive social protection

• Perspectives, experiences and new ideas from our panel of 

experts

• Q&A
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Context – Asia and the Pacific are conflict-

affected

• International 

• Non-international 

• Post-conflict 

• Regional impacts

Afghan refugees are the third-largest displaced population in the world after 

Syrian and Ukrainian refugees. In 2023, there were at least 8.2 million Afghans 

hosted across 103 different countries. Many have been in the region for 

decades and a vast majority are living in Pakistan and Iran. Over 70 percent of 

those in need of support are women and children.

(UNHCR July 2023)

“
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What’s the challenge?

v Most social protection policies and programmes pay limited 

attention to conflict until circumstances force them to do so. 

v Policies and programming are often

- conflict-blind not conflict-sensitive

- tackle displacement outside existing social protection systems

v Limited interactions between actors working on social protection 

AND peace and security AND disaster risk management. 

v Commitments to state-building, national ownership and building 

national systems lack sustained attention on

- dilemmas inherent in supporting states that are parties to 
ongoing conflicts

- political (not just the technical) challenges involved
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How can non-state actors 

support social protection in 

situations where cooperation 

and coordination with 

government is constrained?

Q1

• Route through support to vulnerable 
groups through humanitarian actors

• But Social Protection 101 tells us that if 

it’s not government-led, then it’s not 
social protection

• So what at the options where we can’t 
work directly with government?
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What models for working with and through 

local government show the most promise for 

tackling the impacts of sub-national conflicts 

and creating sustainable programming 

solutions?

Q2
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• Sub-national conflict can result in different levels and 
types of vulnerability and needs suggesting devolved 
approaches are needed

• But Social Protection 101 tells us that national 
programmes and systems are important

• (How) can social protection be led and delivered to 
meet local needs?
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What do compounding shocks and stresses mean for how we 

design social protection policies and programs to be effective in 

supportive shock-affected people?
Q3

Nearly two-

thirds of the 20 

countries most 

vulnerable to 

climate change 

are also 

disrupted by 

armed conflict.

(ICRC, 2019)

“
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How could a regional approach to social protection and conflict 
contribute to supporting vulnerable groups, especially displaced 
persons?  What actors could engage regionally, to do what?Q4

Building a fragile 

country’s resilience 

involves a long 

process that may 

take 20-40 years. 

Country leadership, 

participation and 

ownership in 

implementing 

reforms are useful

“

”
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