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Outline

e Asia Pacific’s landscape of conflict and displacement: context
and challenges

e Four questions about conflict-sensitive and displacement-
inclusive social protection

e Perspectives, experiences and new ideas from our panel of
experts

e Q&A
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Context — Asia and the Pacific are conflict-
affected

e |nternational

Figure 48: Asian Development Bank Spectrum of Fragile and Conflict-Affected Situations

¢ Non-international

e Post-conflict

e Regional impacts
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“ Afghan refugees are the third-largest displaced population in the world after
Syrian and Ukrainian refugees. In 2023, there were at least 8.2 million Afghans
hosted across 103 different countries. Many have been in the region for
decades and a vast majority are living in Pakistan and Iran. Over 70 percent of
those in need of support are women and children. ??
(UNHCR JuIy 2023)
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What’s the challenge?

FRAGILE AND CONFLICT-AFFECTED
SITUATIONS AND SMALL ISLAND

DEVELOPING STATES APPROACH

JUNE 2021

ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

¢ Most social protection policies and programmes pay limited
attention to conflict until circumstances force them to do so.

 Policies and programming are often
- conflict-blind not conflict-sensitive
- tackle displacement outside existing social protection systems

¢ Limited interactions between actors working on social protection
AND peace and security AND disaster risk management.

s Commitments to state-building, national ownership and building
national systems lack sustained attention on

- dilemmas inherent in supporting states that are parties to
ongoing conflicts

- political (not just the technical) challenges involved

INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.



ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK
MEMBER FACT SHEET

How can non-state actors
support social protection in
situations where cooperation |
and coordination with S o R

e

g ove rn m e nt i S c o n S t ra i n e d ? Pj . T'm 2022 r“g wa:":""’;}T ADB placed its regular assistance to Afghanistgn on hol_d effective
405.00 0505 15 August 2021. In 2022, ADB, through a special financing
Yol 405.00 - 40500 arrangement with the United Nations, provided basic human
AT e e needs support to ensure food security and to sustain the delivery of
e R s essential health and education services for the Afghan people.

borrower, recipient, or the investee company and ADB

ADB placed its regular assistance to Afghanistan on hold effective
[ ] 15 August 2021, but in 2022 supported the economic and social
development of the Afghan people through  special arrargement

- S AFGHANISTAN
groups through humanitarian actors

Afghani C lative C i abed The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has been Afghanistan’s partner in building a
o - T Yol % stronger foundation for sustainable growth, reducing poverty, and recovering from the
. . 4 s N ‘m:’:“y :,’“1‘:‘:: coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. In 2022, ADB committed $405 million
o u t O C I a ro t e Ct I O n t e S u S t a t I Project and Technical 195 693931 100.00 in grants to help ensure the supply of adequate food and sustain the delivery of
Assistance _ . : oy essential health and education services for the Afghan people with appropriate gender
AV,;E,LC‘”::\;P;” ok Iamiaa balance and inclusivity. Implemented by four United Nations agencies, by the end
. ) . ) Rural Development ) of 2022, the project had provided nutritionally balanced food to almost 1.19 million
I t S n Ot O Ve r n m e n t_ e t e n I t S n O t Er:w" : 43 = 132 :;; 3(0) ;; people, including 583,958 women and girls, and helped sustain production of wheat
) Finance 5 6785 098 and livestock, along with livelihoods support for 201,829 rural households, benefiting
Health 3 9663 139 1.9 million people, including 956,704 women and girls. At the same time, 5.31 million
. . :”;“"’""' and Trade S 851 013 people (62% female) received access to essential health and hospital services and
S O C I a ro t e Ct I O n ootk L about 1.9 million people (50% female) were vaccinated against COVID-19. To tackle
= Yechnology < TYTERT T entrenched poverty through education, the grants helped 313,334 primary and
,:h“,_;:";::u, ey 20 ‘483 23 2 :“ second;m/ students (56% girls? to contir.me learning by expanding ;ommunity—based
Transport 47 268489 3869 education and supplying learning materials for first-graders at public schools.
Y H ) Wl‘.:c,:yrff‘,hfmc l o e Afghanistan is a founding member of ADB. With its in-depth experience in
O W a a e O I O n S W e re W e C a n and Services - delivering projects for fragile and conflict-affected situations, ADB has supported
Trade and Supply Chain 2 0.25 0.00 5 5 rgeeks % g
Finance Program Afghanistan’s development priorities focusing on agriculture, natural resources,

Finance 1 013 000 and rural development; energy; and transport sectors along with capacity building,

WOor k d | rect | y W |t h gove rnoment ? oG ol deionient, sid scior eforms

- = i, 0.00 = less than 0.005%, DMC = developing member country, Operations from 2002 to August 2021. ADB committed
VA = tachalcal assistance, 147 public sector loans, grants, and technical assistance
+ Goants and TA Inchade ADS-administered colinariclrg. totaling $5.6 billion to Afghanistan. Cumulative loan and grant

* Includes loans, grants, TA, and private sector programs.

Using primary sectoe in the reparting of commitments. disbursements to Afghanistan amount to $3.21 billion. These were
* Fram 2020, financing for TA projects with regional coverage is ; . § ;
distibuted to their specific DMCs whars breaksiown & svallable. financed by regular and concessional orc.hna ca ital resources
; Numbersmay not sum preciehy becauteof ounding and the Asian Development Fund. ADB’s ongoing sovereign ADB
rt-term ADB-financed commitments from peivate sector so PR .
programs with maturity of less than 365 days. p' portfolio in Afghanistan includes 28 grants worth $2.85 billion.’
Sor artfolo consists of loans, grants, equity investment, and s

wly closed Regional projects with koans/
countries are reported separately.

INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission. Published in April 2023



What models for working with and through

QZ local government show the most promise for
tackling the impacts of sub-national conflicts
and creating sustainable programming
solutions?

e Sub-national conflict can result in different levels and
types of vulnerability and needs suggesting devolved
approaches are needed

e But Social Protection 101 tells us that national
programmes and systems are important

* (How) can social protection be led and delivered to
meet local needs?
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What do compounding shocks and stresses mean for how we
Q3 design social protection policies and programs to be effective in

" i
Nearly two-
thirds of the 20
countries most
vulnerable to
climate change

disrupted by \
armed conflict.y) /

(ICRC, 2019)

WHEN RAIN ASEAN Guidelines on
TURNS TO DUST Disaster Responsive Social

Protection to Increase Resilience

®
ICRC
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How could a regional approach to social protection and conflict
contribute to supporting vulnerable groups, especially displaced
persons? What actors could engage regionally, to do what?
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d€Building a fragile
country’s resilience
involves a long
process that may
take 20-40 years.
Country leadership,
participation and
ownership in
implementing
reforms are useful
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