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Climate actions by the health sector – leading by example

Protect health from 

full range of rising 

climate risks

Make healthcare facilities 

climate-resilient and 

environmentally sustainable

Reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions from health 

systems 
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• Common drivers of climate change and 
air pollution  

• A range of measures is available: 
reduced emissions, urban planning, 
behavioral change …  

• Exploring synergies for health co-
benefits

• Up to date evidence of the health 
effects of air pollution is crucial to 
support action

Reduce carbon emissions to protect health (air quality)



Averted annual mortality (prevented premature deaths) 

(thousands) from implementation of NDC pledges in the 53 

Member States in 2030 for emission cuts

Abbreviations: WLD = work lost days; RAD = restricted activity days; HA = hospital admissions; YLL = years of life lost

Source: Output of CaRBonH software

Source: CaRBohn tool , 2018 

Updated, 2023

Averted morbidity and mortality from reductions in PM2.5 ambient 

concentrations



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.

In the regional and 
global policy space

CLIMATE-RESILIENT HEALTH SYSTEMS …

• Conduct vulnerability and adaptation 
assessments

• Develop Health National Adaptation 
Plans

… SUSTAINABLE LOW-CARBON

• Deliver baseline assessment of GHG 
emissions of the health system

• Develop an action plan to develop a 
sustainable low carbon health system
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Conclusions

• Climate change is here and now

• Its consequences become more and more shrill

• Health sector needs to walk the talk to become climate-smart, climate-resilient 
and environmentally sustainable while ensuring essential services

• This is not an additional burden – this brings health co-benefits and safeguards 
quality of care

• Converging initiatives in different policy domains: “handshake” is needed 
between healthcare/health system-oriented processes and 
climate/environment-oriented processes
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Thank you

• More information at:
https://www.who.int/europe

• kendrovskiv@who.int 

https://www.who.int/europe/health-topics/climate-change#tab=tab_1
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