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SANTOSH POKHAREL is a Principal Private Sector Development Specialist with ADB’s
South Asia Department where he leads ADB’s private sector development work in the
region. He has over 15 years’ experience working in emerging and frontier markets in
different institutional environments (multilateral banks, private sector, and academia). In
ADB, he started his career in the private sector department working in trade and supply
chain finance team covering different countries such as Bhutan, Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Uzbekistan, and Vietnam, among others. He then worked in South Asia’ Urban and Water
Division and then was based in Colombo Sri Lanka with ADB’s Sri Lanka Resident Mission
where he was involved in, among other initiatives, ADB’s emergency crisis response to the
country during 2022 economic crisis. Prior to joining ADB, he was with International Finance
Corporation (IFC). He has graduate degree in economics from University of Virginia and is
also a Chartered Financial Analyst.




