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Act No. 10022, which amended the Migrant Workers and 
Overseas Filipinos Act of 1995. He introduced new policies 
for the further protection and genuine representation of 
migrant workers. At the same time, he also principally 
authored Republic Act No. 9576, which increased the 
maximum deposit insurance coverage and further 
strengthened the financial capability of the Philippine 
Deposit Insurance Corporation.  
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one of the principal investigators of The Transfer Project, 
an initiative to measure the wide-ranging impacts of 
government sponsored cash transfer programs in Sub-
Saharan Africa. His current research involves long-term 
follow-ups of these evaluations to understand the 
intergenerational effects of early-life income support on 
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on the immune system and biological ageing. Handa 
previously worked at UNICEF’s Office of Research-
Innocenti, the Inter-American Development Bank, the 
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leader, human rights advocate and international policy 
practitioner, serving as General Manager of Nuanua o le 
Alofa (NOLA) and a Member of the UN Committee on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD Committee). She 
is also a Disability Advisor to Samoa’s National Human 
Rights Institution and a Female Co-Chair of the Pacific 
Disability Forum. 
 
With extensive experience advancing disability-inclusive 
development, social protection, political participation and 
the rights of persons with disabilities, Faatino works at the 
intersection of human rights, policy reform and inclusive 
social protection systems. Her work focuses on ensuring 
that persons with disabilities particularly women, children 
and people facing multiple forms of exclusion are 
meaningfully included in policy design, decision-making 
and access to social protection. 
 
As a blind Samoan woman and disability rights leader, she 
brings lived experience and regional expertise to 
international policy processes, advocating for rights-based, 
inclusive and accessible social protection systems that 
leave no one behind.  
 
 
 

 


