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Richard Highfield is a consultant in tax system design and administration and
holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree (Accounting Major) from the University
of New South Wales (UNSW) and an honorary position of Adjunct Professor
with the UNSW School of Business. His professional career included L2 years
(2003-20L5) as a division head and senior advisor with the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in Paris, 6 years (1997-
2003) as a senior advisor with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and over
25 years with the Australian Taxation Office where he was a Second
Commissioner of Taxation from 1993-1997.

Since leaving the OECD, Richard's work has included tax administration-
related assignments with the World Bank (Indonesia), the Asian Development
Bank (ADB), research assignments with UNSW, and the Australian
TaxationOffice's tax gap research program. His specific fields of expertise
include comparative analysis of tax system design, administration, and
performance; tax gap research methodologies and analysis; compliance costs
research and analysis. His ADB assignments have included: L) the development
of ADB's comparative series on tax administration (Editions 2 to 6); 2)
comparative research of selected ADB members' tax systems to identify
opportunities for enhanced domestic resource mobilization efforts; and 3)
collaborating with the OECD in the development of VAT toolkits to support
Asian and Pacific economies in the application of VAT to digital trade.




