PARTNERSHIP FORUM

Background

The adverse impacts of climate change are being felt across countries in Asia and the Pacific region. In the next
few decades, climate risks are likely to intensify, occurring both sooner and at a larger scale than previously
assessed. Mid- and long-term impacts of climate risks are expected to be multiple times higher than currently
observed across food, water and health systems, urban and rural infrastructure, and natural ecosystems. Itis
not surprising that the poor and vulnerable populations are disproportionately impacted. Climate risk is keeping
people in poverty or dragging them back into poverty, because low-income groups have fewer resources,
higher vulnerability, and lower adaptive capacity. Women living in low-income communities are particularly
disproportionately affected because of social and cultural issues that increase their vulnerability and limit their
capacity to adapt. Targeted investments are needed to build the climate resilience of the poor and vulnerable
population, especially investments that address the nexus of climate, poverty, and gender.

The Community Resilience Partnership Program (CRPP) has been developed in this context and aims to scale
up investments in climate adaptation that directly benefit poor and vulnerable communities using government
processes of planning and pro-poor investments.
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D lization Prog for Building Climate Resilience from the Ground Up. There is an

evolving trend in Asia and the Pacific region regarding responsibilities for climate adaptation planning and
implementation being devolved to local authorities. This is due to the recognition that local authorities are
closer to the citizens and have better local knowledge and thus in a better position to respond to local needs;
and are in charge of providing important functions and services, such as water supply, sanitation, waste
management etc., the performance of which can be impacted severely by climate risks and thus need to
factor resilience considerations in planning, design and implementation. This provides a unique opportunity
to work through a country’s decentralization processes to strengthen of functional responsibilities related to
climate actions among different levels of government, together with well-matched funding opportunities and
budgetary autonomy; improve local planning and budgeting processes to integrate climate risk and resilience
considerations; develop incentive mechanism for local governments to prioritize and invest in pro-poor

and gender-responsive adaptation investments; improve technical capacity of local governments to factor
climate considerations in decision-making processes; and build local partnerships for resilience between local
government, community-based organizations, and local private sector. This will support scaling up of local level
adaptation investments by ensuring that adaptation is an integral part of local government service delivery,
subnational planning, and budgeting processes.
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