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René FREYTAG is Chief Advisor for Climate, Energy and Transport at Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) in the Philippines, where he leads 
work on climate action, sustainable transport, and just transition. He also heads the 
Interface of the International Climate Initiative (IKI) in the Philippines.   With over 15 years 
of experience in international climate policy and development cooperation, he has worked 
across Asia, Africa, and Europe, including as a negotiator for Germany under the UNFCCC 
process and as advisor to the European Commission’s G20 Climate Diplomacy Programme. 
His work focuses on translating climate ambition into practical implementation, climate 
finance, and multi-stakeholder action.
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