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Safiah is an urban planner and the Planning Practice Leader for Asia Pacific at Arup, based in
Indonesia. With expertise in city systems thinking, participatory planning, and sustainability
and resilience, Safiah collaborates with clients and communities to design urban
environments that best meet the needs of people and place. Her approach focuses on
understanding how cities function and for whom they are designed, applying innovative
frameworks from multiple disciplines to address complex urban challenges. Safiah has
managed large-scale masterplanning projects for the Government of Indonesia, developed
integrated land use and transport strategies, and led urban renewal initiatives in both
Indonesia and Australia with the Asian Development Bank and The World Bank. Her
portfolio includes managing Arup’s master planning and continued involvement with the
Indonesia New Capital City, Nusantara, climate resilience strategies for infrastructure in
Indonesia, and vision strategies for cultural institutions in Australia and New Zealand.




