
 

 

Session 1A: Inflation and Social Protection 

Moderator 
 

 

Paul Vandenberg 
Principal Economist, Economic Research and Development 
Impact (ERDI) 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
 
Paul Vandenberg is a Principal Economist at the Asian 
Development Bank. His research interests include 
industrialization, the middle-income trap, employment, small 
and medium enterprises, tech startups, and skills training. Paul 
previously worked at the ADB Institute in Tokyo and was a 
consultant for a number of years with the International Labour 
Organization. He received a PhD in economics from the School 
of Oriental and African Studies at the University of London. 

 
 

Panelists 

 

Herwig Immervoll 
Senior Economist, Head of Employment-oriented Social 
Policies, Directorate for Employment, Labor and Social Affairs 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) 
 
Herwig Immervoll has extensive experience in policy dialogue 
and research on social protection, safety nets, inequality trends, 
minimum wages, and employment support policies. Before his 
role at the OECD, he worked at the World Bank and the 
University of Cambridge, where he was involved in developing 
EUROMOD, the EU-wide tax-benefit model. He is also a 
Research Fellow at the Institute of Labor Economics (IZA) in 



 

Bonn and a Research Associate at the Institute for Social and 
Economic Research (ISER) at the University of Essex. His 
research has been published in OECD and World Bank reports, 
as well as in academic journals including the Economic Journal, 
Journal of Public Economics, Journal of Economic Inequality, 
Review of Income and Wealth, and International Tax and Public 
Finance. He specializes in microsimulation methods and their 
application to policy analysis and evaluation. Currently, his work 
focuses on adapting social protection to the changing nature of 
work, developing tools for people-centered employment-support 
policies, exploring the implications of a Universal Basic Income, 
and assessing the impact of economic crises on employment 
and social policies. Herwig holds a PhD in economics and 
Masters degrees in economics (development and public finance) 
and business administration (IT and personnel management). 
He became a Research Fellow at IZA in December 2004. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Giorgia Valleriani 
Consultant, Social Protection Jobs and Jobs Global Practice, 
World Bank 
 
Giorgia Valleriani is a social protection consultant within the 
Social Protection and Jobs (SPJ) Social Safety Nets Global 
Solutions Group (SSN GSG) at the World Bank. Giorgia and 
team lead the curation and exchange of the SSN global 
knowledge by producing various critical reports, including the 
global trackers on SP responses to COVID-19 and inflation 
crises, adaptive social protection, and delivery systems. Giorgia 
builds on country-level expertise, by supporting country 
engagement and operations in the Middle East and North Africa 
region, where she provides technical assistance for social 
protection and labor economic agendas of Governments. 
Giorgia also supports the policy dialogue on social protection 
and nutrition, co-authoring in the upcoming Lancet Haematology 
Commission and participating in the Micronutrient Forum Global 
Conference 2023. 
 
 

 

Arrie Wibowo Witjaksono 
Directorate of Poverty Alleviation and Community 
Empowerment, Ministry of National Development Planning 
(BAPPENAS) 
 
Arrie Wibowo is First Planner at the Indonesian Development 
Planning Agency (Bappenas) in Directorate Poverty Alleviation 
and Empowerment Community since 2021. He works on 
coordinating and integrating cross sectoral ministries, national 
development planning policies, or programs in the poverty 
sector. Arrie has 5 years experience in a state-owned bank in 
Indonesia for handling product development prepaid card. Arrie 



 

holds a bachelor’s degree in industrial engineering from the 
University of Indonesia.  

 

Suphannada Lowhachai 
Policy and Plan Analyst, Expert Level/ Expert on Income 
Improvement and Income Redistribution, Social Data-based 
and Indicator Development Office 
The National Economic and Social Development Council 
(NESDC), Thailand 
 
Suphannada Lowhachai has been responsible for developing 
and producing social development indicators such as poverty 
and inequality data, Human Achievement Index (HAI), National 
Transfer Accounts (NTA) and National Multidimensional Poverty 
Index (MPI). Her work also includes policy formulation in areas 
relating to poverty and inequality which also covers social 
protection policy. Suphannada holds a PhD in Development 
Economics. 

 

 

 

 

 


