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He holds MSc and PhD degrees from Tashkent Institute of Irrigation and Agriculture 

Mechanization Engineers (TIIAME) in Uzbekistan. Part of his PhD work, Dr. Abdullaev 

carried out studies at Iowa State University (ISU) in the USA. He has over 25 years of 

experience in water management, water institutions, environmental activities in Afghanistan 

and five Central Asian countries.   

 

He joined Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC) Institute as Deputy 

Director in June 2019.  From 2013 to 2019, Dr. Abdullaev worked as an Executive Director 

of Regional Environmental Center (CAREC) for Central Asia. Prior joining of CAREC, Dr. 

Abdullaev worked as Regional advisor for Germany’s Berlin Initiative - Transboundary 

Water Management in Central Asia (Programme) at the German Society for International 

Cooperation (GIZ). 

 

During 2007-2009, he worked in position of Senior Researcher at ZEF Centre for 

Development Research University of Bonn (Germany) and conducted research in Central 

Asia and Afghanistan. During 2001-2007, Dr. Abdullaev worked as a regional researcher at 

International Water Management Institute (Headquarters in Sri Lanka). His research focus 

included Central Asia, Iran, Pakistan, Thailand, and Sri-Lanka.  

 

Dr. Abdullaev is author of 3 monographic books, over 30 peer reviewed articles, policy 

papers and presented more than 150 conference papers. Dr. Abdullaev have been regular 

guest and keynote speaker at the many international conferences such as Annual World 

Water Weeks and World Water Forums.  

 

  


