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Maria Rowena M. Cham (Wena) is a senior economics officer in the 
Economic Analysis and Operational Support Division (EREA) of the 
Economic Research and Regional Cooperation Department (ERCD) of 
ADB.  She has over 20 years of experience in conduct of economic 
appraisal and has been providing advisory support to ADB’s regional 
departments in project economic analysis, mainly in the transport sector. 
She was part of the team that updated ADB’s Guidelines for the 
Economic Analysis of Projects in 2017 and conducts the economic 
analysis training programs for ADB staff as well as for ADB DMCs.  
She is the project implementation specialist of TA subprojects under   
EREA’s Cluster TAs on Country Diagnostic Studies in Selected DMCs; 
Economic Diagnostic Studies in Asia and the Pacific; and Strengthening 
Conduct of Economic Appraisal for Program and Projects in DMCs.  
She worked at the National Economic and Development Authority and 
Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation in the 
Philippines.  She co-authored chapters in several country diagnostic 
studies published by ADB and published journal articles on the 
Philippine economy.  She has a bachelor’s degree in business 
economics and master’s in economics from the University of the 
Philippines. 


