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Australia’s research system in figures

• Top 3 areas of research by research output (Australian Research Council 
ERA 2018):

1. Medical and health sciences

2. Engineering

3. Biological sciences

• Between 2016-2020

• Over 580,000 research publications, 3.8% output

• Over 300,000 publications with at least one non-Australian researcher

• Over 10,000 publications with at least one Brazilian researcher

• Brazil is Australia’s 15th largest research partner (out of over 200)



Australia-Brazil research in figures

Agreements Co-authored publications by subject area, 2016-2020

SciVal database, 28 October 2021Universities Australia – International Links 2018



Commonwealth research funding

Dual funding system for university research

Research block grants

Research Training Program (RTP)

Research Support Program (RSP)

Competitive research grants

Australian Research Council

National Health and Medical Research 
Council



Other federal government initiatives

Department of Education, Skills 
and Employment

Strategic Universities Reform Fund

National Research Infrastructure

Department of Industry, 
Science, Energy and Resources

Cooperative Research Centre Program

Global Innovation Strategy



Research commercialisation

2020 Survey of Commercialisation Outcomes from Public Research, Knowledge Commercialisation Australia


