
AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY FOR BIOCHEMISTRY 
AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY INC 

 
 

Annual General Meeting No. 62 (2018) Agenda DRAFT 
 
The 62nd Annual General Meeting of the Australian Society for Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology Inc. will be held on Thursday October 5th at 12:55 in the Meeting room C2.4 in the 
Sydney Convention Centre. 
 
1. Apologies. 
 None noted 
2. Confirmation of the minutes of Annual General Meeting No. 61. 
 Minutes confirmed and noted 
3. Council Elections and Honorary Member nominations 
 As there were only single nominations for Secretary, Treasurer, Editor, Education 
Rep, FAOBMB Rep and State Representatives these were tabled at the Council meeting 
and were recommended to the AGM for ratification as per the rules in the constitution. 
These nominations were confirmed at the AGM. 

 
4. President’s Report. 

See attached below 
5. Treasurer’s Report. 
 See attached below 
6. Fees for 2018/19. 
 See Treasurers report below 
7. Notification of Changes to the By-Laws of the Constitution. 



 None tabled 
 
8. Any Other Business. None 
 
 
Minutes confirmed: 
 
 

                      
………………………………………………… J MACKAY (President) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
………………………………………………… B FORBES (Secretary) 
 
 
 



59th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the

AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY FOR BIOCHEMISTRY AND MOLECULAR 

BIOLOGY Inc. 2018

AGENDA

1. Apologies

2. Confirmation of the Minutes of Annual General Meeting No. 62

3. Results of Council Elections

4. President's Report

5. Treasurer's Report

6. Fees for 2019

7. Changes to the Constitution

8. Notification of changes to the By-Laws of the Constitution

9. Any other business



Item 3: Results of Council Elections - for ratification

President Leann Tilley

President-Elect Joel Mackay

Secretary Briony Forbes

Treasurer Marc Kvansakul

Editor Suresh Mathivanan

Education Rep Susan Rowland 

Secretary for Sust. Members Sally Jay

FAOBMB Representative Terry Piva 

Representatives for:

ACT Matthew Johnson

NSW Kate Quinlan

Qld Ben Schulz

SA Mark Corbett

Tas Kate Brettingham-Moore 

Vic Dr Erinna Lee 

WA Monika Murcha



Item 4: ASBMB President’s Report

2018

(Leann Tilley)



2018 Awards
– Lemberg Medal: Professor Jamie Rossjohn

– Merck Medal: Associate Professor Mehdi Mobli

– Beckman Coulter Discovery Science Award: Prof Bostjan Kobe 

– Eppendorf Edman Award: Dr Rajesh Ghai

– Shimadzu Education Award: Dr Tracey Kuit

– ASBMB Boomerang Award: -

– Bioplatforms Australia Award: Dr Simon Cobbold

– ASBMB Fellowships Award: Ms Louise Sternicki (Fred Collins Award) 

(University of Adelaide), Dr F. Hafna Ahmed (ANU), Dr Jessica Bridgford 

(University of Melbourne, WEHI) and Dr Thanh Kha Phan (La Trobe University).

– Please make nominations

– Including for ASBMB Student Merit Awards



Gold members 2018

50 years+ standing: 

• Professor Tony Burgess, Dr Christopher Driver, Dr 

Ross Fernley, Dr Margaret Smith, Dr Ronald Hill 

and Assoc Prof Ross Lilley. 



ComBio2018
thanks everyone

• Chair: Liz Harry 
• Local organizing committee including Deputy Chair, Prof Rachel Burton, Program 

Chair, A/Prof Annemiek Beverdam, Deputy Program Chair, Prof Brent Kaiser, Events, 
A/Prof Briony Forbes, Treasurer A/Prof Marc Kvansakul and all the Stream Co-

ordinators.

• Thanks to Sally Jay Conferences

- Joint meeting with the International Society of Differentiation;

the New Zealand Society for Biochemistry and Molecular

Biology (NZSBMB; Monica Gerth) and the New Zealand

Society of Plant Biologists (NZSPB; Marian McKenzie)



Keynote Speaker

Randy Wayne Schekman
- Nobel Prize-winning
American professor of 
molecular and cell biology
at the University of 
California, Berkeley

Captain’s pick/

Grimwade Award



ComBio2018

• Exhibition:  46 booths, x4paying tables and 2 FOC/contra tables

(Sally Jay estimates exhibition added $205,000 to conference 
income)

• Total Registrations (as of Sunday): 762 total (includes 96 day 
registrants, 103 exhibitors)

ComBio Sydney 

2018

Adelaide

2017

Brisbane

2016

Melbourn

e 2015

Canberr

a

2014

Perth

2013

Total Reg. 762 685 661 838 727 678

ASBMB 287 264 367 295 301

ASPS 120 118 139 129 104

ANZSCDB 92 94 103 124 88

NZSBMB - - 12 - -

NZSBMB - - 10 - -



ComBio – the challenge
Generalist scientific meetings, such as ComBio, are under pressure:
high costs to attend the meeting; broad nature of the meeting’s program; the 
relative ease of attending conferences overseas.
=> 3 day, lower cost meeting

Adelaide 
2017 (Early)

Member $680

Non Member* $955

Retired Member $250

Student 
Member

$250

Student Non 
Member*

$540

Day 
Registration 
Member

$450

Day 
Registration 
Non-Member*

$550

Type 
Brisbane 

2016 (Early)

Member $750

Non Member* $955

Retired 
Member

$395

Student 
Member

$395

Student Non 
Member *

$540

Day 
Registration 

Member

$450

Day 
Registration 

Non-Member*

$550

Sydney 
2018 (Early)

Member $715

Non Member* $990

Retired Member $275

Student 
Member

$275

Student Non 
Member*

$565

Day 
Registration 
Member

$450

Day 
Registration 
Non-Member*

$575

 Alternating ComBio and ASBMB stand-alone meetings from 2018
 Seeking additional partner to build ComBio



Future ComBio/ ASBMB 

Meetings
Year Location Dates

2019 ASBMB - Esplanade Hotel, Freemantle 

– Dr Nic Taylor, Prof Charlie Bond

1-3 October, 2019

2020 ComBio - Melbourne 

– Prof Jackie Wilce, Prof Mark Hulett 

29 September – 2 October 

2020

2021 Joint ASBMB/ NZSBMB/ FAOBMB 

meeting in Christchurch, New 

Zealand – Prof Wayne Patrick, Pro 

Monica Gerth

22-25 November, 2021

2024 Joint IUBMB/ FAOBMB/ ComBio 

meeting in Melbourne – Prof Leann 

Tilley, Prof Christina Mitchell, Prof 

Andy Hill, Prof Danny Hatters

21-26 September, 2024 



ASBMB2019: - Esplanade Hotel in Freemantle - 3-day meeting (Oct 1-3, 2019).

ASBMB2019
all hail to the local organising committee



ASBMB2019: - Esplanade Hotel in Freemantle - 3-day meeting (Oct 1-3, 2019).

ASBMB2019
all hail to the local organising committee



ASBMB Membership
ASBMB Membership Figures from 2005-2006 year to 2017-2018 year (with the 2017-2018 year not closing until late May 2018)

2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018

Ordinary Members 715 652 620 620 596 579 590 551

Overseas Members (commenced in 2008-2009 year)44 37 42 43 43 39 39 39

Student Members 270 233 231 245 213 219 206 176

Complimentary Students 56 42 39 39 28 50 35 17

Retired Members 17 18 13 13 10 13 11 9

Complimentary Retired 61 64 74 84 79 77 84 91

Honorary Members 9 11 11 9 12 13 13 13

Non Paying 13 9 9 9 9 9 7 7

FAOBMB 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2

IUBMB 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5

TOTAL 1193 1075 1047 1070 997 1006 992 910

ASBMB Membership Figures from 2005-2006 year to 2017-2018 year (with the 2017-2018 year not closing until late May 2018)

2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018

Ordinary Members 715 652 620 620 596 579 590 551

Overseas Members (commenced in 2008-2009 year)44 37 42 43 43 39 39 39

Student Members 270 233 231 245 213 219 206 176

Complimentary Students 56 42 39 39 28 50 35 17

Retired Members 17 18 13 13 10 13 11 9

Complimentary Retired 61 64 74 84 79 77 84 91

Honorary Members 9 11 11 9 12 13 13 13

Non Paying 13 9 9 9 9 9 7 7

FAOBMB 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2

IUBMB 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5

TOTAL 1193 1075 1047 1070 997 1006 992 910

2018/19

592
45
209
26
10
93
13
7
2
5

1,002

Current member is 868 cf 910 at same time last year 



Changing of the Guard …

Farewell to:

– Paul Gleeson (FAOBMB Representative)



Changing of the Guard …

Welcome to:

– A/Prof Terry Piva – FAOBMB Representative



Thanks to…..
• ASBMB Executive: Briony Forbes, Jael Mackay, Marc 

Kvansakul, Suresh Mathivanan

• ASBMB Council: Exec, State reps; Susan Rowland, Education 

Representative

• National Office/Secretary for Sustaining Members: Sally 

and Chris Jay

• ASBMB Editorial Officer: Liana Freidman and Editorial 

Committee, especially co-Editor Tatiana Soares da Costa

• Many others who have worked hard for ASBMB



Much improved website

Thanks to Suresh and friends!!



- ASBMB and ComBio are evolving rapidly

- Thanks to the enormous efforts of all involved. 

- I am confident both the Society and the meetings we organise

will continue to proposer and to meet the needs of the next 

generation of biochemists and molecular biologists.



ASBMB Treasurer’s Report
2018

Marc Kvansakul



Treasurer Highlights AGM 2018
• Overall financial position of the Society is similar to that of 2017.  The 

balance sheet indicates we have total assets of $543,737 and a total 
equity of $431,609
– Revenue up $15,909 in 2017-2018 mainly due to increased profit share from 

Combio2017
– Expenditure down $3,501 in the same period

• 2017-2018 financial year showed an operating profit of $14,589, 
compared with a small loss of $4,821 in 2016-2017.  
– 2017-2018 was only the second year of profit after 8 out of 9  years of 

losses previously.

• Changes due to the following:
– Increased profit from Combio2017 (25,382) vs Combio2016 ($16,380)
– Reduced expenditure due to no longer printing Australian Biochemist, all 

meetings now video linked

• We need to sustain or increase membership and to ensure both the long-
term viability and profitability of Combio/ASBMB meetings

• Thanks to Brian Hiley at Priestleys, Ian Price, Sally & Chris Jay and Fellow 
members of the executive

– Special thanks to Terry Piva for getting me going & out of trouble as incoming treasurer



ASBMB – Statement of Financial Position as of June 30, 2018



ASBMB – Income and Expenditure Statement
For the Year Ending June 30, 2018



Item 6: Fees for 2019-20

Membership fees for the year 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2019 
2% CPI Increase

2018/19 2019/20 (3 yr)
Ordinary Members: $134 $137 $329
Student Members: $43 $44 $105
Sustaining Members: $406 $414 $994
Retired Members: $58 $59 $141
Member O/S: $63 $64 $154
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