Rotorua




The problem:
A problem many thought couldr

. Unique topography

_ +» Reliance on wood burners



Understanding the
Rotorua Community




Why it mattered:

Air pollution affects people throughout their lifetime

Pregnancy Children Adults Elderly

* Low birth weight * Asthma * Asthma * Accelerated decline

* Slower development e Coronary in lung function

of lung function heart disease * Lung cancer

* Development * Stroke * Diabetes

problems * Lung cancer « Dementia

* More wheezing

* Chronic obstructive * Heart attack, heart
and coughs

pulmonary disease failure and strokes
* Start of (as chronic -
atherosclerosis bronchitis)

* Diabetes
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A Shared response:
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The Strategy:

A long game: New rules phased in
Loans and grants used to support change

What’s been done to clean the air in Rotorua?

Come on Rotorua,
let’s clean
the air.

THE HOT SWAP SCHEME

‘There is only one winter eft to use.

| iance supply and installation

ontothe costgoss

no e raperyrofes an can e poid
‘Some loans are nterestfree and some are.
s cfre and
Interest-bearing depending on the type

1,100
old fires have ¢ .
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the Rotorua Bylaw I e
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Turning Strategy into Action:

2005 2010

8,500 Rotorua
older-style Air Quality
burners Control
in use Bylaw

introduced

2010
to
2025

Heating
and
insulation
upgrades
via grants
and loans

2010
to
2025

Approx
1,200
Kainga Ora
home
upgrades

2020

Most
polluting
burners
banned

2025

Polluted airshed status
removed. 6,000+ burners
upgraded, less than 1,000*
older-style burners remain



The impact

Stuﬁ NZNews  WorldNews  Quizzes Property  Money  Healthstuf s

Environment  Local government

How Rotorua’s air

transformation defied
€xpectations

Laura Smith, Local Democracy Reporter
May 24, 2025 - 9:47am
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The results

Number of exceedances at Edmund Road
of the national standards for PM,,
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Jngredtents

= 5 cups Regulations
=2 2 cups Incentives

= 2 cups Partnerships
=1 cup Agency Powers
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IMPROVING
DUALITY

Method <>

1. Establish strong regulations.
2. Support with incentives (optional).
3. Engage key partnerships.

4. Blend different agency powers
(improve result).

5. Allow time for change.
6. Achieve cleaner air.
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CITY AIR
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#CityAirQuality #UrbanPlanning #ScalableSolutions
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