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Content warning

The following presentation contains 

images of genitalia and other graphic 

imagery that may be confronting to some 

people.



Why test for STIs and 
BBVs?



The HIV diagnosis and care cascade, 2014–2018

National update on HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmissible infections in Australia 2009–2018 

https://kirby.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/kirby/report/National-update-on-HIV-viral-hepatitis-and-STIs-2009-2018.pdf

https://kirby.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/kirby/report/National-update-on-HIV-viral-hepatitis-and-STIs-2009-2018.pdf


HIV notification in WA, 2019 – 2021 

Quarterly Surveillance Report. Notifiable Sexually Transmissible Infections and Blood-borne Viruses in Western Australia. Period ending 30 June 2021 Vol. 20 (3), issued August 2021 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia
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HIV notifications in WA by Aboriginality, 2019 – 2021 

Number Rate Number Rate

Aboriginal 2 1.9 4 3.7

Non-Aboriginal 61 2.4 91 3.6

Unknown 1 N/A 0 N/A

Aboriginal:Non-Aboriginal ratio 0.03 0.8 0.04 1.0

Total 64 2.4 95 3.6

1 Jul 20 - 30 Jun 21 Period 1 Jul 19 - 30 Jun 20 Period
Aboriginality

Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population

Quarterly Surveillance Report.Notifiable Sexually Transmissible Infections and Blood-borne Viruses in Western Australia. Period ending 30 June 2021 Vol. 20 (3), issued August 2021 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia


Mucous patches, skin rash in an HIV positive male

Images supplied by Dr Jenny McCloskey 



Chlamydia notification in WA, 2019 – 2021 
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https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia


Chlamydia notifications in WA by Aboriginality, 2019 – 2021 

Number Rate Number Rate

Aboriginal 1,446 1,357.8 1,515 1,442.0

Non-Aboriginal 8,977 355.4 9,070 361.5

Unknown 291 N/A 606 N/A

Aboriginal:Non-Aboriginal ratio 0.2 3.8 0.2 4.0

Total 10,720 407.3 11,191 428.1

01 Jul 20 - 30 Jun 21 Period 01 Jul 19 - 30 Jun 20 Period
Aboriginality

Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population

Quarterly Surveillance Report.Notifiable Sexually Transmissible Infections and Blood-borne Viruses in Western Australia. Period ending 30 June 2021 Vol. 20 (3), issued August 2021 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia


Chlamydia notifications in WA by region, 2019 – 2021 

Number Rate Number Rate

Goldfields 280 531.5 307 571.6

Great Southern 162 265.2 162 266.0

Kimberley 515 1,467.0 525 1,481.4

Metropolitan 8,398 398.9 8,809 422.3

Midwest 325 530.7 237 380.8

Pilbara 303 505.0 341 565.1

South West 545 300.9 590 328.0

Wheatbelt 162 215.0 159 209.4

Other 29 N/A 41 N/A

Unknown 1 N/A 20 N/A

Total 10,720 407.3 11,191 428.1

01 Jul 20 - 30 Jun 21 Period 01 Jul 19 - 30 Jun 20 Period
Region

Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population

Metropolitan = East Metropolitan + North Metropolitan + South Metropolitan

Other = Overseas residents diagnosed in WA

Unknown = Unknown residential address within WA

N/A = Not applicable

Quarterly Surveillance Report.Notifiable Sexually Transmissible Infections and Blood-borne Viruses in Western Australia. Period ending 30 June 2021 Vol. 20 (3), issued August 2021 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia


Gonococcal and chlamydial urethritis

Images sourced from STI Atlas

https://stiatlas.org/

https://stiatlas.org/


Gonorrhoea notifications in WA, 2019 – 2021 
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Gonorrhoea notifications in WA, 2019 – 2021 

Number Rate Number Rate

Aboriginal 1,307 1,227.2 1,082 1,029.9

Non-Aboriginal 1,657 65.6 2,801 111.6

Unknown 7 N/A 5 N/A

Aboriginal:Non-Aboriginal ratio 0.8 18.7 0.4 9.2

Total 2,971 112.9 3,888 148.7

01 Jul 20 - 30 Jun 21 Period 01 Jul 19 - 30 Jun 20 Period
Aboriginality

Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population

Quarterly Surveillance Report.Notifiable Sexually Transmissible Infections and Blood-borne Viruses in Western Australia. Period ending 30 June 2021 Vol. 20 (3), issued August 2021 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia


Number Rate Number Rate

Goldfields 241 457.5 109 202.9

Great Southern 12 19.6 33 54.2

Kimberley 535 1,524.0 400 1,128.7

Metropolitan 1,751 83.2 2,793 133.9

Midwest 90 147.0 97 155.8

Pilbara 231 385.0 228 377.8

South West 62 34.2 172 95.6

Wheatbelt 43 57.1 32 42.1

Other 6 N/A 14 N/A

Unknown 0 N/A 10 N/A

Total 2,971 112.9 3,888 148.7

01 Jul 20 - 30 Jun 21 Period 01 Jul 19 - 30 Jun 20 Period
Region

Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population

Metropolitan = East Metropolitan + North Metropolitan + South Metropolitan

Other = Overseas residents diagnosed in WA

Unknown = Unknown residential address within WA

N/A = Not applicable

Gonorrhoea notifications in WA by region, 2019 – 2021 

Quarterly Surveillance Report.Notifiable Sexually Transmissible Infections and Blood-borne Viruses in Western Australia. Period ending 30 June 2021 Vol. 20 (3), issued August 2021 
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https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia


Gonorrhoea

Images provided by Dr Jenny McCloskey 

A B C

D E A.penile discharge

B.oropharyngeal gonorrhoea

C.gonococcal cervicitis

D.adult gonococcal eye 

infection

E.neonate gonococcal eye 

infection



Infectious syphilis notifications in WA, 2019 – 2021 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2

2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021

Metro Non-metro

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

n
o

ti
fi

c
a

ti
o

n
s

Region, year and quarter

MSM Heterosexual Unknown Total

Quarterly Surveillance Report.Notifiable Sexually Transmissible Infections and Blood-borne Viruses in Western Australia. Period ending 30 June 2021 Vol. 20 (3), issued August 2021 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia


Infectious syphilis notifications in WA by Aboriginality, 2019 
– 2021 

Number Rate Number Rate

Aboriginal 370 347.4 247 235.1

Non-Aboriginal 432 17.1 387 15.4

Unknown 1 N/A 0 N/A

Aboriginal:Non-Aboriginal ratio 0.9 20.3 0.6 15.2

Total 803 30.5 634 24.3

01 Jul 20 - 30 Jun 21 Period 01 Jul 19 - 30 Jun 20 Period
Aboriginality

Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population

Quarterly Surveillance Report.Notifiable Sexually Transmissible Infections and Blood-borne Viruses in Western Australia. Period ending 30 June 2021 Vol. 20 (3), issued August 2021 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia


Infectious syphilis notifications in WA by region, 2019 –
2021 

Number Rate Number Rate

Goldfields 34 64.5 22 41.0

Great Southern 8 13.1 5 8.2

Kimberley 124 353.2 92 259.6

Metropolitan 478 22.7 403 19.3

Midwest 19 31.0 6 9.6

Pilbara 120 200.0 75 124.3

South West 13 7.2 14 7.8

Wheatbelt 5 6.6 8 10.5

Other 0 N/A 6 N/A

Unknown 2 N/A 3 N/A

Total 803 30.5 634 24.3

01 Jul 20 - 30 Jun 21 Period 01 Jul 19 - 30 Jun 20 Period
Region

Rate = Crude notification rate per 100,000 population

Metropolitan = East Metropolitan + North Metropolitan + South Metropolitan

Other = Overseas residents diagnosed in WA

Unknown = Unknown residential address within WA

N/A = Not applicable

Quarterly Surveillance Report.Notifiable Sexually Transmissible Infections and Blood-borne Viruses in Western Australia. Period ending 30 June 2021 Vol. 20 (3), issued August 2021 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Epidemiology-of-STIs-and-BBVs-in-Western-Australia


Secondary syphilis & spirochaete 

Images supplied by Dr Jenny McCloskey 



Opportunistic STI & BBV testing for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people 



Infographic of key changes in syphilis epidemiology in 
vulnerable populations, Perth metropolitan area, 2015 to 15 
June 2020

Source: Public Health Intelligence, Metropolitan Communicable Disease Control, North Metropolitan Health Service: Perth, Western Australia; 2020.



WA Syphilis outbreak response

GPs should test for syphilis in all persons attending for diagnosis and treatment of any 

STI, or where screening for STIs is indicated.

GPs and other health services working with identified vulnerable populations should offer 

opportunistic screening for STIs, including syphilis.

All pregnant women should be screened for syphilis at the booking appointment and 

women from vulnerable and higher risk groups should also be screened at 28 weeks, 36 

weeks and at delivery.

All women of childbearing age diagnosed with syphilis require a pregnancy test.

Discussion with a sexual health specialist is recommended for pregnant patients, HIV co-

infection, and tertiary syphilis

WA Syphilis outbreak response 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/U_Z/WA-Syphilis-outbreak-response

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/U_Z/WA-Syphilis-outbreak-response


HPV & Genital warts in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people, GWSN Report 2016 

Genital Warts Surveillance Network Report 2004-2015

https://kirby.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/kirby/report/SHP_Genital-Warts-Surveillance-Network-Report-2004-2015.pdf

https://kirby.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/kirby/report/SHP_Genital-Warts-Surveillance-Network-Report-2004-2015.pdf


HPV vaccination (Gardasil) 

Source: National Cancer Control Indicators - HPV immunisation 

https://ncci.canceraustralia.gov.au/screening-and-immunisation/immunisation/hpv-immunisation

In 2017, more than three-quarters of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 15 years 

old (79% of females and 77% of males) that commenced the HPV vaccination course had 

completed all three doses of the course.

https://ncci.canceraustralia.gov.au/screening-and-immunisation/immunisation/hpv-immunisation


HPV & Genital/Anal Warts

Images supplied by Dr Jenny McCloskey 



Mycoplasma genitalium (M.Gen)

• Emerging bacterial STI - evidence regarding 

management evolving

• Established cause of urethritis, cervicitis and PID and 

associated with preterm delivery and miscarriage

• Macrolide resistance is common, particularly in MSM

• Asymptomatic anorectal infection in MSM is common

Silver book - Mycoplasma genitalium

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Silver-book/Non-notifiable-infections/Mycoplasma-genitalium

Image provided by Dr Jenny McCloskey 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Silver-book/Non-notifiable-infections/Mycoplasma-genitalium


Who to screen for 
BBVs and STIs



Silver Book- STI/BBV management guidelines

Silver book – STI/BBV management guidelines 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Silver-book

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Silver-book


Silver Book Quick Guides



Fifth Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander BBVs and STIs 
Strategy 

Fifth Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander BBVs and STIs Strategy

https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-bbvs-1/$File/ATSI-Fifth-Nat-Strategy-2018-22.pdf

https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-bbvs-1/$File/ATSI-Fifth-Nat-Strategy-2018-22.pdf


Fifth Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander BBVs and STIs 
Strategy 

Fifth Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander BBVs and STIs Strategy

https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-bbvs-1/$File/ATSI-Fifth-Nat-Strategy-2018-22.pdf

https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-bbvs-1/$File/ATSI-Fifth-Nat-Strategy-2018-22.pdf


Who else?

• Patient requests testing (explore 

concerns)

• Sexual history indicates need for 

testing

• Symptoms & signs of primary 

infection or immune suppression

• Exclude co-infection in patients with 

hepatitis B or C, or TB

• Diagnosed with another STI

• Contacts of the infections 



ASHM Clinical Tools

Australian STI Management Guidelines for use in Primary Care

http://www.sti.guidelines.org.au/

http://www.sti.guidelines.org.au/


Thank you for attending​

There is a wide range of resources, online training module and 

other trainings available to support health professionals to test, 

diagnose, manage and treat BBVs and STIs.

Check ASHM’s resource list

https://www.ashm.org.au/resources/

Check ASHM’s Online Training Modules

https://lms.ashm.org.au/login/index.php

Check ASHM’s Training Calendar

https://ashm.org.au/training/

For more information contact education@ashm.org.au

https://www.ashm.org.au/resources/
https://lms.ashm.org.au/login/index.php
https://ashm.org.au/training/
mailto:education@ashm.org.au

