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Background: 
Caesarean section scar ectopic is a rare complication of a previously performed caesarean 
section occurring in 1:800 – 1: 2000 of pregnancies. It refers to implantation of a pregnancy 
on or in a scar from a prior caesarean birth. 
Aim: 
Early diagnosis and multimodal management of caesarean section ectopic pregnancy 
important in optimising outcomes 

Case: 
37-year-old woman, G9P4, with a history of four previous caesarean sections and four first trimester 
miscarriages. She had a background of Graves and Cushings disease, PCOS and endometriosis with 3 
laparoscopic surgeries and an appendectomy.
Presented at 12 weeks for her nuchal translucency scan which revealed a caesarean section ectopic 
pregnancy with a potential anterior increta or percreta placental invasion.
Was referred to the acute gynaecology service where in conjunction with the maternofetal medicine 
team a decision was made to terminate the pregnancy.
MRI to evaluate the degree of placental invasion into the anterior uterine wall and bladder was 
inconclusive.
She underwent a feticide with potassium chloride and one week later underwent a bilateral uterine 
artery embolization, total hysterectomy and bilateral salpingectomy with interventional radiology and 
urology support. Intraoperatively, bladder was noted to be densely adhered to uterus, complete 
dehiscence of lower uterine segment left of midline was also noted but no bladder injury. Postoperative 
period was uneventful
The final histopathology confirmed ectopic pregnancy with placenta increta and percreta

Discussion: 
Caesarean section ectopic pregnancy is an uncommon complication in 
pregnant women. Incidence appears to be rising due to better imaging 
modalities, increasing awareness and increased rate of caesarean deliveries. It 
can be associated with severe maternal morbidity and mortality and hence 
early diagnosis and treatment is recommended.
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