
[bookmark: _GoBack]Palliative care is an important part of care of many general practitioners (GPs). Around 75% of Australian GPs provide palliative care and there is evidence that GPs are able to provide high quality palliative care to patients in conjunction with specialist services. The close involvement of the GP is critical in allowing patients to die in the setting of their choice. 

The key steps to providing effective palliative care include:
1. the identification of patients with palliative care needs;
1. the assessment of patient and the carer needs using a holistic approach;
1. the planning of care including Advance Care Planning; 
1. the use of evidence-based treatments for symptom relief;
1. multidisciplinary care including involvement of specialist services when required; and
1. bereavement care of relatives and friends of the deceased patient.

This interactive workshop, planned by the RACGP Cancer and Palliative Care Network and facilitated by GPs and palliative care specialists (with GP background), will cover:
1. The identification and planning of patients with palliative care needs including Advance Care Planning;
1. The management of agitation and terminal restlessness in palliative care; and
1. Medicinal cannabis and its role in palliative care.

