Presentation title

Voluntary assisted dying: Legal implications for General Practice 


Presentation outline

The introduction of voluntary assisted dying (VAD) laws in five Australian States has seen the emergence of VAD as a new practice area for General Practitioners (GPs). Most Victorian specialists trained in VAD are GPs.[footnoteRef:1] Nationally, GPs may be approached by a patient to discuss VAD as an end of life option, therefore to comply with the law they must understand VAD laws in their State. [1:  Safer Care Victoria Voluntary Assisted Dying Review Board. Report of operations January to June 2021, August 2021 < https://www.bettersafercare.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-08/VADRB%20August%202021%20report%20FINAL.pdf>.] 

GPs who provide VAD may act as the person’s coordinating practitioner; assess a patient’s eligibility to access VAD; and/or prescribe (and in some cases administer) VAD medication.[footnoteRef:2] Though GPs can refuse involvement in VAD, in some States they still have legal obligations e.g., to advise their patient seeking VAD where they can access VAD information.[footnoteRef:3] Knowing the legal implications of VAD can assist GPs to provide accurate information to their patients, manage legal risk, and deliver quality, patient-centred care.  [2:  Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2017 (Vic), Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2019 (WA), End-of-Life Choices (Voluntary Assisted Dying) Act 2021 (Tas), Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2021 (SA), Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2021 (Qld).]  [3:  Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2019 (WA), Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2021 (Qld).
] 

This interactive End of Life Law for Clinicians presentation aims to equip GPs with new knowledge through: 
· A presentation on Australian VAD laws, focusing on GPs’ role and legal obligations (30 minutes).
· A clinical case study about a patient accessing VAD (30 minutes).

The session will be presented by Professor Lindy Willmott, QUT and a clinical co-presenter with expertise in VAD. 

Learning outcomes 

1. Understand the role of GPs in VAD including their legal obligations, rights and responsibilities.
2. Describe the legal status of VAD in Australia.
3. Understand the eligibility criteria and processes for accessing VAD in States where it is lawful.


How will delegates be involved throughout this presentation?

Delegates will be invited to ask questions and respond to the case study. The clinical co-presenter will provide comments and answers from a clinical perspective. Online attendees will be invited to submit questions and participate using the online chat.

